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Account  of  the  People  called  MAH- 
RATT ASy  *with  Anecdotes  of  their 
Chkfy  Hyder.  Ali  Nag. 


one  another  with  a  facrcd  and  fcru* 
puious  exadlnefs. 

Ill  former  times,  the  Mahratta 
tribes  were  clol’ely  united  under  a 
fupremc  head,  whofe  throne  was 
elhiblilhed  at  Setterah,  and  whofe 
title  was  Sou,  or  Ram-Kajah  ;  but 
by  domellic  as  well  as  foreign  ftnig- 
gles,  their  union  was  diflblved,  and 
each  aifumed  the  prerogatives  of  an 
independent  ftatc.  Yet  ftill  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  a  kind  of  tacit  allegiance 
to  the  Ram- Rajah,  who  was  their  ge¬ 
neral  in  time  of  war,  and  whofe  pow¬ 
er,  in  conjumfliou  with  that  of  his 
nominal  dependants,  was  extremely 
great,  and  often  formidable  to  the 
court  of  Delhi.  The  great  Aureng* 
zebe  himfelf  was  obliged  to  make 
conccfiTions  to  this  people  ;  and  in 
1750,  they  wreiled  from  the  Mogul 
empire  the  province  of  Catac,  which 
has  been  already  mentioned  in  the 
kingdom  of  Orixa. 

The  revenues  of  the  Mahrattas, 
before  the  encroachments  of  Hyder 
Ali  Nag,  were  computed  to  be  le- 
venteen  millions  ol  Briiilh  pounds  ; 
and  it  Is  thought  that  they  now  en¬ 
joy  ail  annual  revenue  o(  abojic 
twelve  millions  Sterling.  Tlieir  mi¬ 
litary  eilabllihment,  which  is  coiU' 


The  country  of  the  Mahrattas 
extends  from  Cape  Comorin  at 
the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  penin- 
fula  ol  Ii.dolfan,  to  the  confines  of 
the  Perlian  dominions  northward ; 
a.  d  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the 
Carnatic,  the  Company's  northern 
Cl  rears,  and  the  dominions  of  the 
Sabah  of  the  Decan,  Nizam  ul- 
Mulack.  But  the  province  of  Catac, 
which  belongs  to  the  Mahratta  em¬ 
pire,  reaches  in  an  irregular  manner 
to  the  Bay  of  Bengal.  The  natural 
faftueires  and  inaccefllble  mountains 
of  this  immenfe  territory,  have  af¬ 
fixed  the  natural  bravery  of  its  inha- 
bi»'ants  in  preferving  their  liberty, 
amidft  the  various  revolutions  of  the 
empire  of  Indoftan.  The  fame  cir- 
cumflances  account  for  their  marau¬ 
ding  difpofition,  their  negleifl  of  agri¬ 
culture,  and  invincible  attachment  to 
arms.  Among  thole  warlike  tribes, 
the  antient  cudoms  of  the  eaft  are 

Hill  preferved,  and  that  hofpitality, 

which  in  former  times  chara'dlerifed 
fo  eminently  the  nations  of  Alia,  ex- 
ercifed  both  towards  Grangers  and, 
VoL.  J.III. 
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that  no  proteftion  (hould  be  given  to 
him,  or  any  other  fubje^t  or  fervan^, 
of  the  Mahratta  ftate,  who  might  oc- 
cafion  any  difturbance  in  the  country^ 
A  fecorid  Attempt  to  place  the  parri¬ 
cide  on  the  Mahratta  throne,  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  this  treaty,  renewed  the 
war  with  the  Mahratta  chiefs  ;  who, 
on  the  approach  of  the  Bombay  ar» 
my,  called  a  council,  in  order  to  de¬ 
liberate  on  what  was  to  be  done  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs.  They 
unanimoufly  agreed,  ‘‘  That  if  Ro- 
‘  ganaut-row  Ihould  come  among 
‘  them  with  his  own  forces  alone, 

‘  they  would  receive  him  and  give 
‘  him  a  (hare  of  pow^r  as  formerly. 

‘  But  fiiice  he  came  with  an  Englilh 
‘  army,  who  were  of  a  different  na- 
‘  tion  from  them,  and  with  whole 
‘  condudin  Sujah-ul-Dowlah’s  coun- 

*  try,  the  Rohilla  country,  Bengal, 

‘  and  the  Carnatic,  they  were  well 
<  acquainted  with,  they  refolved  not 

*  to  receive  Roganaut-row ;  becaufe, 

‘  if  they  did,  they  would  in  the  end 
‘  be  obliged  to  forfake  their  religion, 

‘  and  become  the  Haves  of  Europe- 
^  ans.*’  Upon  this  they  changed 
oaths.  The  Englilh  army  w^as  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Mahrattas,  and  de¬ 
feated  near  Poonah  in  January  1779. 
The  conquered  army  were  forced  to 
fend  a  carte  blanche  to  the  conque¬ 
rors,  who  ufed  their  vidtory  with  the 
greateft  moderation,  infilling  only  on 
the  furrender  of  Roganaut-row,  and 
the  reftoration  of  thofe  diftridls  that 
they  had  been  forced  to  cede  to  the 
Company  by  the  treaty  of  Poonah. 
Neither  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay, 
nor  the  fupreme  council  at  Calcutta, 
thought  thcmfelves  bound  by  thefc 
conditions.  The  war  was  therefore 
continued. 

The  origin  of  the  Mahratta  war, 
that  total  difregard  to  public  faith, 
and  infatiable  ambition,  which  were 
fo  apparent  in  every  meafure  of  the 
Company’s  fervants  in  its  profecu- 
tioQ,  united  the  difeordant  Mahratta 
ftates,  Hyckr  AJi  Nag,  and  other 


pofed  of  cavalry,  is  computed  to  be 
300, coo  ;  but  thefe  are  not  regulars, 
or  a  Handing  army,  but  a  kind  of 
inilitia,  with  whom  it  is  an  invari¬ 
able  cuftom,  when  any  expedition  is 
concluded,  to  retire  with  what  plun¬ 
der  they  may  have  feized,  to  their 
refpeftive  abodes,  leaving  with  their 
chiefs  only  their  mercenary  troops. 

The  policy  of  governing  the  king¬ 
doms  they  have  ufurped,  in  the  name 
of  the  rightful  fovereign,  is  not  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  Eaft  India  Company.  It 
is  common  throughout  all  Indollan. 
The  young  Ram- Rajah  is  now  a  clofe 
prifoner,  and  the  government  admi- 
niftered  by  a  prime  mini  Her,  with  the 
title  of  Pailha.  Afpiring  to  this 
power,  Roganaut-row  imbrued  his 
hands  in  the  blood  of  his  nephews, 
•who  had  been  intriifted  to  his  protec¬ 
tion  by  his  brother  Nana-row,  who 
had  feized  at  once  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  perfon  of  the 
Ram- Rajah.  But  the  parricide  did 
not  obtain  the  objeft  of  his  ambition. 
A  general  deteftation  of  his  unnatu¬ 
ral  crimes  exalted  a  competitor  to  the 
office  of  Pailha,  and  chafed  himfelf 
from  his  native  country.  Unhappily 
he  diredled  his  courfe  to  the  iiland  of 
Bombay,  confident  of  the  favour  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  the  patrons 
of  every  pretender  to  ibvereignty, 
who  is  willing  to  reward  their  pro- 
tedion  with  ample  territorial  concef- 
fions.  Of  thefe  Roganaut-row  made 
liberal  promifes,  and  thereby  obtain¬ 
ed  an  afyluni  for  himfelf  at  Bombay, 
which  juftly  incenfed  the  Mahrattas, 
and  was  the  occafion  of  a  bloody 
•war,  which  was  at  laft  terminated  by 
the  treaty  of  Poonah,  on  the  firli  day 
of  March  1776.  By  this  treaty  cer¬ 
tain  territories  were  ceded  to  the 
Company,  and  a  certain  tribute  was 
to  be  paid  by  the  Mahrattas  for  de¬ 
fraying  the  expence  of  the  war.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  ftipulated  that 
Koganaut-row  ilioiild  be  provided 
for  according  to  his  rank that  he 
;fhou!d  withdraw  from  Bombay  ;  and 


ihouIJ  coincide  in  their  report,  and 
one  differ  from  thefe  two,  then  that 
one  fuffers  death.  But  knowing  their 
fate,  if  they  depart  from  the  truth  ia 
the  fmallefi  iota,  they  explain  the  let¬ 
ters  that  are  committed  to  them  with 
the  utmoft  fidelity,  As  to  the  me* 
thod  by  which  he  difcovers  whether 
his  amanuenfes  be  faithful  or  no,  he 
places  three  of  them,  in  like  man* 
ner,  into  three  feparate  prifons,  and 
to  each  of  them  he  dictates  his  or¬ 
ders.  Their  manufctipts  he  puts  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  any  ot  thofe  that  are 
about  him  who  can  read,  and  learns 
from  them  whether  his  clerks  have 
faithfully  expreffed  his  meaning. 

.  When  he  paffes  fentence  of  death, 
he  is  frequently  himfelf  the  execu¬ 
tioner  ;  for  although  he  boads  that 
his  army  are  his  guards,  he  reigns  in 


kingdom  of  Myfore,  was  originally  a 
foldier  of  fortune.  When  he  entered 
firft  into  the  King  of  Myfore’s  fer- 
vice,  he  was  called  by  an  appellation 
which  imports  “  Corporal  Hyder.’* 
He  rofe  by  degrees  to  the  fupreme 
command  of  the  Rajah’s  army  ;  and 
on  the  death  of  that  prince,  impri- 
foned  his  fon,  whom  he  had  deftined 
to  fucceed  him  on  the  throne,  and 
feized  the  reins  of  government,  af* 
fuming  the  title  of  “  Guardian  to  the 
young  Prince.”  Yet  this  ufurper 
keeps  not  about  his  perfon  any  houfe- 
hold  troops  or  guards.  He  alked  an 
Englilh  officer,  whom  the  chance  of 
war  had  thrown  into  his  hands,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  true  that  the  King  of 
England  appointed  one  part  of  his 
fubjeds  to  guard  him  from  the  reft  ; 
and  being  anfwered  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  he  faid,  “  And  who  guards  him 
from  his  protestors  Then  looking 
around  his  camp  (for  that  vras  the 
feene  of  this  conference),  Thefe 
(faid  he,  turning  to  his  numerous 
troops)  are  my  guards.” — He  pof- 
feffes  great  vigour  both  of  body  and 
mind :  but  his  manners  are  favage 
and  cruel ;  and  he  frequently  enflames 
the  natural  ferocity  of  his  temper  by 
intoxication.  This  Barbarian  can 
neither  read  nor  write,  fo  that  he  is 
obliged  to  ufe  interpreters  and  ama¬ 
nuenfes.  He  takes  the  following 
method  of  knowing  if  his  interpre¬ 
ters  make  faithful  reports  of  the  let¬ 
ters  they  explain  ;  and  if  his  amanu¬ 
enfes  exprefs  in  writing  the  full  and 
true  meaning  of  what  he  communi¬ 
cates  to  them  in  words.  He  confines 
three  different  interpreters  in  feparate 
apartments,  who  make  their  reports 
in  their  turns,  ff  all  the  three 
ihould  make  different  reports,  then 
they  are  all  put  to  death.  If  two 


ceiving  the  mighty  advantage  ot  the 
European  difclpline,  he  has  been  care¬ 
ful  to  invite  into  his  army  as  many 
French  and  other  European  foldiers 
as  he  could  influence  by  the  moft: 
princely  encouragements  and  re¬ 
wards.  His  brave  troops  are  now 
well  difeiplined  ;  fo  that  we  niay  fay 
of  Hyder  Ali,  what  was  faid  by 
Pyrrhus  of  the  Roman  army,  “  l^helc 
Barbarians  have  nothing  barbarous 
in  their  difeipline.”  The  impolitic 
attack  that  was  made  upon  Kyder’s 
country  in  the  laft  war,  through  the 
inftigation  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
together  with  the  addrefs  and  arts  of 
France,  have  wrought  in  his  mind  a 
moll  inveterate  hatred  of  the  Englifh, 
But  it  is  not,  perhaps,  aferibing  too 
great  a  degree  of  virtue  to  the  great 
foul  of  Hyder  Ali  to  affirm,  that  this 
hatred  might  have  b2en  produced 
folely  by  ideas  of  patriotifm,  and  by 
an  ambition  of  bridling  the  power  of 
a  haughty  people^  who  were  confi- 
dered  by  moft  nations  in  India  as  un- 
controulablc.  When  Charles  XJI. 
of  Sweden,  who,  when  a  boy,  was  a 
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tentatlon  of  learning,  he  collefted  a 
valuable  library  of  hi  (lory,  rhetoric, 
philofophy,  and  theology  ;  and  the 
choice  of  the  prevailing  fadlion  pro- 
moted  George  ot  Cappadocia  to  the 
throne  of  Athanafius.  The  entrance , 
of  the  new  archbifhop  was  that  of  a 
Barbarian  conqueror  ;  and  each  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  reign  was  polluted  by 
cruelty  and  avarice.  The  Catholics 
of  Alexandria  and  Egypt  were  aban¬ 
doned  to  a  tyrant,  qualified  by  nature 
and  education  to  exercife  the  office 
of  perfecution  ;  but  he  opprefied  with 
an  impartial  hand  the  various  inha¬ 
bitants  of  his  extenfive  diocefe.  The 
Primate  of  Egypt  afTiimed  the  pomp 
and  infoleifce  of  his  lofty  ftation  ;  but 
he  Hill  betrayed  the  vices  of  his  bafe 
and  fervile  extra(5lion.  The  mer¬ 
chants  of  Alexandria  were  impove- 
riffied  by  the  unjuft  and  almoft  uni- 
verfal  monopoly  which  he  had  acqui¬ 
red  of  nitre,  fait,  paper,  funerals,  &c. 
and  the  fpiritual  father  of  a  great 
people  condefeended  to  pra^tile  the 
vile  and  pernicious  arts  of  an  infor¬ 
mer.  The  Alexandrians  could  never 
forget  nor  forgive  the  tax,  which  he 
fuggefted,  on  ail  the  houfes  of  the 
city,  under  an  obfolcte  claim,  that  the 
royal  founder  had  conveyed,  to  his 
fucceffors,  the  Ptolemies  and  Caefars, 
the  perpetual  property  of  the  foil. 
The  Pagans,  who  had  been  flattered 
with  the  hopes  of  freedom  and  tole¬ 
ration,  excited  his  devout  avarice ; 
and  the  rich  temples  bf  Alexandria 
were  either  pillaged  or  infulted  by  the 
haughty  prelate,  who  exclaimed  in  a 
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great  reader  of  Quintus  Curtius,  was 
afked,  whether,  had  he  lived  in  the 
times  which  are  deferibed  by  that 
hiftorian,  he  w-ould  have  efpoufed  the 
caiife  of  Alexander  or  of  Darius, 
I  would  have  fought  (replied  the 
prince)  on  the  fide  of  Darius  again  ft 
Alexander.’’  FroR[i  fimilar  motives 
Hyder  Ali,  it  may  be,  fights  againft 
the  Englilh.  Had  the  power  of 
France  been  paramount  in  Indoftan, 
it  feems  probable  that  he  would  have 
been  the  fworn  enemy  of  the  French. 

Such,  according  to  the  moft  au¬ 
thentic  accounts,  is  the  man,  who  is 
the  moft  formidable  enemy  to  Britain 
in  all  Afia.  The  conjunfture  which 
we  have  already  deferibed,  he  thought 
a. fit  opportunity  of  renew^iYig  hoftili- 
ties  againft  a  nation  which  he  de- 
tefted.  He  quickly  prepared  for 
war  ;  and  his  movements  were  fo 
rapid,  that  they  were  not  perceived 
until  they  were  felt  by  their  effedls. 

MEMOIRS  of  ST  GEORGE,  the 
Patron  of  England,  i;c.  —  Erojii 
k  Gibbon’/  Hifiory  of  the  Decline  and 
f  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire* 

George,  from  his  parents  or 
education,  furnamed  the  Cap¬ 
padocian,  was  born  at  Epiphania  in 
Cilicia,  in  a  fuller’s  fliop.  From 
this  obfeure  and  fervile  origin  he 
raifed  himfelf  by  the  talents  of  a 
parafite  ;  and  the  patrons,  whom  he 
aftiduoiifly  flattered, procured  for  their 
worthlefs  dependant  a  lucrative  (Com- 
miffion,  or  contract,  tofu pply  the  army 
with  bacon.  His  employment  was 
.mean  :  he  rendered  it'infamous.  He 
accumulated  w'ealth  by  the  bafeft 
arts  of  fraud  and  corruption ;  but 
his  malverfations  were  fo  notorious, 
that  George  was  compelled  to  cfcape 
from  the  purfuits  of  juftice.  After 
this  difgrace,  in  which  he  appears  to 
have  faved  his  fortune  at  the  expence 
of  his  honour,  he  embraced,  with  real 
or.  affeded  zeal,  the  profeffion  of 
ArianUm.  From  the  Jove  or  the  of* 
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^rchbifliop.  George,  with  two  of  his 
obfequious  minifters.  Count  Diodo¬ 
rus  and  Dracontius,  malUr  of  the 
mint,  were  ignominioufly  dragged  in 
chains  to  the  public  prifon.  At  the 
end  of  twenty -four  days,  the  prifon 
was  forced  open  by  the  rage  of  a  fii- 
perftitious  multitude,  impatient  of 
the  tedious  forms  of  judicial  pro¬ 
ceedings.  The  enemies  of  gods  and 
men  expired  under  their  cruel  infults ; 
the  lifelefs  bodies  of  the  archbilhop 
and  his  alTociates  were  carried  in 
triumph  through  the  ftreets  on  the 
back  of  a  camel ;  and  the  i nativity 
of  the  Athanafian  party  was  efteemed 
a  lliining  example  of  evangelical  pa¬ 
tience.  The  remains  of  thefe  guilty 
wretches  were  thrown  into  the  fea  ; 
and  the  popular  leaders  of  the  tumult 
declared  their  refolution  to  difippoint 
the  devotion  of  the  Chriftians,  and  to 
intercept  the  future  honours  of  thefe 
martyrs,  who  had  ])een  punilhed,  like 
their  predecelTors,  by  the  enemies  of 
their  religion.  The  fears  of  the  Pa¬ 
gans  were  juft,  and  their  precautions 
ineffeduai.  The  meritorious  death 
of  the  archbilhop  obliterated  the  me¬ 
mory  of  his  life.  The  rival  of  Atha- 
nafius  was  dear  and  facred  tp  the 
Arians,  and  the  feeming  converfion 
of  thefe  fedtaries  introduced  his  wor- 
Ihip  into  the  bofom  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  odious  ftranger,  dif- 
guifing  every  circumftance  of  time 
and  place,  alTumed  the  malic  of  a  mar¬ 
tyr,  a  faint,  and  a  Chriftian  hero  ; 
and  the  infamous  George  of  Cappado¬ 
cia  has  been  transformed  into  the  re¬ 
nowned  St  George  of  England,  the 
patron  of  arms,  of  chivalry,  and  of 
the  garter. 

Go»  RED  Crovan,  a  Saxon  Poem, 
Compofed  by  Dopnal  Syrric  Scheld 
of  Godred  Crovan,  King  of  the  iile 
of  Man.  rVol.  Hi.  p.  ^gi.l 


tomb  of  Urlic  were  the  warriors  he 
had  chofe  for  his  band ;  they  ilTued 
out  to  the  war.  Wecca  Ihook  the 


“  oons  or  blood,  laid  the  imnaor-, 
tal  Wecca,  the  foe  againft  whom  wc 
muft  fight  are  ftronger  than  the  whole 
power  of  our  king ;  let  the  fon  of 
Henna,  with  three  hundred  warriors, 
be  hid  in  the  dark-brown  wood 
when  the  enemy  faint  in  the  battle, 
let  them  fpread  themfelves  as  the 
burfting  cloud,  and  rain  a  Ihower  of 
blood  ;  the  foe  will  be  weakened,  afto^ 
nilhed,  and  fly. 

“  Tiie  w^arriors  held  their  broad 
fliields  over  the  head  of  the  fon  of 
Viita  ;  they  gave  him  the  chaplet  of 
vidory,  and  fang  the  fong  of  joy. 

**  Hennack,  with  the  Hower  of  the 
war,  retired  to  the  dark-brown  \yood : 
the  fun  arofe  arrayed  in  garments  of 
blood  ;  Wecca  led  his  men  to  the 
battle :  like  bears  they  raged  in  the 
fight ;  yet  the  enemy  tied  not,  neither 
were  they  moved ;  the  fight  continued 
till  noon ;  the  troops  of  the  fon  of 
Vi^fta  fought  like  the  dragons  of  the 
mountain ;  the  foe  fainted,  they  were 
weakened,  yet  they  fled  not. 

The  fon  of  Henna  drew  forth 
his  band  to  the  plain  ;  like  a  tempeft. 
they  fell  upon  the  foe  ;  they  were 
altoullhed,  they  fled. 

‘‘  Godred  Crovan,  fon  of  Harold 
the  Black,  the  lion  of  Iceland,  and  aft 
the  warriors  who  fight  in  his  caufe, 
let  us  purfue  the  fame  method  ;  let  the 
mountain  of  Secafol  conceal  Dugnal 
and  three  hundred  chofen  warriors 
from  the  eyes  of  Raignald  ;  w  hen  he 
is  fpent  in  the  fight,  let  them  ilTue  ter 
the  war.’’ 

Godred  arofe  from  his  throne,  he 


The  chiefs  of  Godred  aflembled 
at  the  tent  of  council ;  Tatwal- 
lin  arofe  and  fung  : 

**  When  the  flowers  arofe  in  the 
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their  fwords  rained  bloody  fhielda 
echoed  to  the  valley  of  flaughter. 

“  Thefe  were'  the  warriors  of  Cuc- 
curcha,  the  lions  of  the  war. 

Hcngift  and  Horfa  met  them  on 
the  fandy  fdain ;  the  (hafts  of  death 
clouded  the  fun,  fwift  as  the  fliips  of 
Horfa,  Itrong  as  the  arm  of  Suchul- 
lin  ;  Peada  ravaged  the  band  of  Cuc- 
curcha  like  a  mountain.  Eadgar 
fullained  the  blow  of  Plengift  ;  great 
was  the  fury  of  Emmieldred,  his  fpear 
divided  the  broad  (hicld,  his  aniace 
funk  into  the  heart :  the  fword  of 
Anyuni  pierced  the  bread,  of  Cuccur- 
clia,  he  tell  like  an  oak  on  the  plain. 

“  Creadda  rages  in  the  battle,  he 
IS  a  wild  boar  of  the  wood  :  the  an¬ 
iace  ot  Hf)ii’a  founds  on  his  round 
iielm,  he  gnalhes  his  teeth,  he  churns 
the  fmoaking  gore,  he  dies.  Locca 
reclines  on  his  long  fpear,  he  is  wea¬ 
ned  with  dealing  death  among  his 
toes :  the  aniace  of  Hengift  alights 
on  his  back,  he  falls  to  the  ground. 

“  The  men  of  Urrin  fled  to  the 
foreft  ;  the  lions  of  war,  Hengift  and 
Horfa,  throw  the  fpears  of  flight ; 
they  burn  up  the  fouls  of  the  flying 
foe  ;  the  great  image  is  red  with 
blood  ;  the  flame  lights  the  ftars  ;  the 
moon  comes  forth  to  grace  the  feaft ; 
the  chaplet  of  vi(ftory  hangs  on  the 
brow  of  the  warriors.” 

Tatwailin  ended  his  (ohg. 

The  morning  crept  from  the  moun¬ 
tains,  Dugnal  with  his  troops  retired 
to  the  foreft  on  the  mountain  o( 
Secafol. 

Godred  Crovan,  (bn  of  Harold  the 
Black,  the  lion  of  Iceland,  prepares 
for  battle.  Raignald  came  down  to 
the  plain :  long  was  the  fight  and 
bloody.  ^ 

Godred  Crovan  beat  his  aniace  on 
the  (hield ;  the  warriors  upon  the 
mountain  heard  the  found  of  the  filver 
(hield  ;  fwift  as  the  hunted  flag  they 
fly  to  the  war  ;  they  hear  the  noife  of 
the  battle,  the  (bout  of  the  onfet 
fwells  in  the  wind,  the  loud  din  ol 
the  war  increafes,  as  the  thunder  rol¬ 


led  Tatwailin  to  a  feat  at  his  right- 
hand. 

Dugnal  prepares  his  troop;  fing, 
O  Tatwailin,  the  adlioiis  of  Hengiit 
and  Horfa. 

Tatwailin  arofe  from  his  feat : 

When  the  black  clouds  ilooped 
below  the  tops  of  the  high  hills,  when 
the  wolf  came  forth  from  the  wood, 
when  the  brimches  of  the  pine  perifli- 
ed,  when  the  yews  only  fmiled  upon 
the  ruflfet-heath,  the  fons  of  Woden 
led  the  furious  warriors  to  the  bank 
of  the  fwift  ftream  ;  there  fat  th' 
horfe  of  the  hill,  whofe  crooked  fwort: 
jhone  like  the  it:tr  of  the  evening. 

Peada  was  tne  banner  of  the 
hills  :  when  he  waved  his  golden 
torce  upon  the  bodies  ot  the  (lain,  the 
hearts  of  his  companions  beamed  with 
viftory  ;  he  joined  the  numerous 
hands  of  the  fons  of  Woden  ;  like  a 
fwelling  ftream  they  enter  the  borders 
of  the  land  of  Cuccurciia. 

“  Locca  of  the  brown  valley  founds 
the  (hield :  the  king  of  Urrin  hears 
the  found,  he  ftarts  from  hi2  feat : 
affemble  the  lions  of  war,  for  the  ene¬ 
my  are  upon  the  borders. 

Sons  of  Morven,  upon  whofe 
(hields  are  feen  the  hawk  and  the  fer- 
pent,  fwift  as  the  wind  fly  to  the  war¬ 
riors  of  Abon's  ftream :  fons  of  war, 
prepare  the  fpreading  (hield,  the 
fword  of  (ire,  the  fpear,  the  azure 
banner  made  facred  by  the  God. 

**  Cuccurcha  i/Tues  to  the  war,  as 
an  enemy’s  wolf  to  the  field. 

**  Selward,  whofe  face  is  a  fummer 
cloud,  gleaming  with  the  recent  light¬ 
ning  of  the  ftorms,  (hakes  the  broad 
aniace. 

“  Eadgar  and  Emmieldred,  fons 
of  the  mighty  Rovan,  who  difeomfited 
Ofniron  with  his  fteeds  of  fire,  when 
the  god  of  war,  the  blood  ftained 
Woden,  pitched  his  tent  on  the  bank 
of  the  wide  lake,  are  feen  in  the  troop. 

Creadda,  whofe  feet  are  like  thofe 
of  the  horfe,  lifts  high  the  (liver  (hield. 

On  the  plain,  near  the  palace  of 
Prica^  he  encountered  with  Egward ; 
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ling  from  afar;  they  fly  down  the 
mountains,  where  the  fragments  of 
the  (harp  rock  are  fcattered  around ; 
they  afcend  like  the  vapours,  folding 
up  the  high  hill,  upon  the  borders  oi 
Ofloch  ;  their  helmets  fweep  the  dawn 
of  the  morning ;  the  faffron  light 
Ihines  on  the  broad  ihield ;  through 
the  dark  dells  they  cut  a  palTage, 
through  the  dells  where  the  beams  of 
the  fun  are  never  feen. 

On  the  rulhy  moor  of  Roflin  they 
aftonifti  the  foe,  and  join  in  the  war. 

There  fought  Godred  Crovan ; 
death  fat  on  his  fword,  the  yelling 
breath  of  the  dying  foe  Ihook  his 
banner ;  his  fliield,  the  ftream  of 
Lexy,  which  furrounds  the  dark- 
brown  wood,  and  Ihines  at  the  noon 
of  day  5  his  anlace  dropped  blood, 
and  tore  through  the  helmets  of  the 
foe  like  the  red  lightning  of  the  ftorm. 

Dugnal,  chief  of  the  mountain  war¬ 
riors,  who  drove  Rygw'allon  from  his 
chariot  of  war,  lifted  his  Ihield  and 
fpear  through  the  heart  of  Morval ; 
the  weapon  perforated,  he  yelled  like 
a  wolf  of  the  n^ountain,  he  died. 

Weolmund,  of  the  white  rock,  arofe 
in  the  fight  ;  like  the  fires  of  the 
earth  he  burnt  up  the  ranks  of  the 
foe ;  his  fpear  a  blafted  oak,  his 
Ihield  the  fca  when  the  winds  are 
iVill,  he  appeared  a  hill,  on  whofe  top 
the  winter  fnow  is  feen,  and  the  fum- 
mer  fun  melts  it  up :  viAory  fat  on 
his  helmet,  death  on  his  anlace. 

Wilver,  who  fupports  the  tottering 
rocks,  who  flies  like  the  bird  of  fum- 
mer  over  the  plain,  ihakes  the  crooked 
fword  as  he  rages  upon  the  hills  of 
the  {lain,  and  is  red  wfith  living  gore : 
the  fpears  of  the  foe  are  gathered 
about  him,  the  Iharp  javelins  found 
on  his  ihield ;  he  looks  anmnd  the 
field,  the  favage  Edwin  flics  to  his 
aid  ;  like  two  wolves  they  rage  in  the 
war,  their  ihields  are  red  witii  blood. 

The  bear  of  the  north  throws  his 
lance  :  the  furclad  Godred  Syrnc 
•dilplays  his  ilarry  Ihield,  the  chiefs 
tail  at  his  feet,  lie  rifes  on  the  bread 


of  Ryon,  ftorms  of  blood  furround 
his  fword,  blood  flows  around  him. 

When  the  ftorm  rages  in  the  iky, 
the  torrents  roll  to  the  plain,  the  trees 
of  the  wood  are  born  away,  the  caftle 
falls  to  the  ground,  fuch  was  the  fury 
of  the  fight  on  the  moor  of  Rodin : 
the  chiefs  tell,  our  foes  halt,  they  fly 
fwift  as  the  clouds  of  winter  Ofpray 
throws  the  fpear  of  Chafo  ;  fwift  as 
their  fear  he  flies  to  the  purfuit ;  the 
foul  of  Godred  melted,  he  rolled  the 
blue  banner,  wrought  with  gold, 
round  the  crimfon  ilream  :  his  war¬ 
riors  dance  around  him,  they  ling 
the  fong  of  Harold  the  Black  ;  they 
hail  him  king  ;  the  golden  fandal  is 
thrown  over  his  helmet.  May  the 
Gods  grant  this  war  for  empire  be 
his  lad. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Edinburgh 
Magazine. 

S  I  R, 

There  appeared  fome  time  ago 
in  your  Magazine,  articles  of 
capitulation  granted  to  the  gar ri Ton 
of  the  Bafs  by  the  Privy  Council  of 
Scotland  ;  there  has  lately  fallen  into 
iny  hand  a  fmall  volume  of  pamph¬ 
lets,  containing  an  account  of  che 
Siege  of  the  Bafs,  w^hich  I  iuclofe  you, 
as  I  fuppofe  it  is  not  in  many  hands. 
Hovrever  contemptible  that  deferted 
rock  may  now  appear,  it  endured  a 
fiege  which,  for  length  of  time,  is 
only  to  be  parallelled  among  modern 
fieges,  or  by  the  prefent  fiege  of 
Gibraltar,  like  which,  too,  it  refided 
fucr.efsfully,  the  whole  naval  force  of 
a  kingdom,  and  w'as  only  reduced 
through  famine. 

Yours,  3cc.  C. 

The  SIEGE  of  the  BASS. 

The  Bafs  is  a  drong rock  fituat© 
in  the  Frith  of  Forth,  between 
Fife  and  Fad  Lothian,  and  within 
five  miles  of  Dunbar.  In  it  there 
w'as  a  garrifon  of  50  men,  comman¬ 
ded  by  a  captain  and  his  refpedive 
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officers.  Charles  Maitland  was  go 
vernbr  of  it  in  i68S,  and  defended 
it  flrenuoufly  for  his  mafter  King 
James  till  1690  ;  then  having  fmall 
hopes  ot  King  James’s  reftoration, 
and  wanting  provifions,  ammunition, 
and  other  necelTaries,  he  was  forced 
to  give  it  up  to  government,  who 
made  Mr  Fletcher  of  Salton  gover¬ 
nor.  He  having  four  of  K.  James’s 
officers  prifoners,  they  boldly  fur- 
prifed  the  garrifon,  and  fent  all  the 
foldiers  alhore,  which  being  reported 
in  the  country  where  there  were 
many  families  attached  to  K.  James, 
they  were  fupplied  with  men,  provi- 
fions,  and  ammunition.  Intelligence 
thereof  being  carried  to  France  to 
K*  James,  there  was  a  (hip  fent  with 
all  forts  of  provifions  and  (lores,  and 
two  boats,  one  that  carried  two  pat 
teraroes,  twelve  mufquets,  and  rowed 
with  twelve  oars ;  the  other  a  fmall 
boat. 

But  afterwards  their  provifions  fal¬ 
ling  (hort,  the  garrifon  fent  the  twelve 
oar’d  boat  by  night  to  bring  off  fome 
llieep,  and  other  neceffaries,  which 
they  frequently  received  from  their 
friends ;  and  the  government  being 
informed  thereof,  fent  fome  compa¬ 
nies  to  guard  the  coaft,  who  furpri- 
fed  feveral  of  the  garrifon  when  they 
came  afiiore,  and  thereby  their  com¬ 
munication  with  the  land  being  ftop^ 
ped,  they  went  out  by  night  in  their 
boats,  and  took  feveral  (hips ;  one 
laden  with  fait,  whence  having  taken 
what  w-as  convenient,  (lie  was  ran- 
fomed  from  Edinburgh  ;  a  Dutch 
dogger,  which  they  plundered  and 
put  off  again,  and  a  fliip  laden  with 
wheat,  which  they  thought  to  have 
carried  to  the  Bafs,  but  the  wind 
proving  contrary,  drove  them  on  the 
coaft;  of  Montrofe,  where  (he  run 
aftiorc,  and  the  men  getting  fafe  to 
land,  difperfed  in  the  country.  The 
garrifon  falling  again  (hort  of  provi¬ 
fions,  they  fent  their  boat  to  the  Ifle 
of  May,  where  they  took  feveral 
ihcep,  and  what  coals  their  boat  could 
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carry.  But  the  governmerii:  beihg 
enraged  at  their  repeated  bcldnelf, 
King  William  ordered  the  whole  re¬ 
venue  of  Scotland  to  be  expended  on 
their  redu(ftioii ;  and  on  that  account 
fent  two  (hips  of  war,  one  of  60,  and 
another  of  50  guns,  who  lay  batter- 
ing  two  days  without  doing  any  da¬ 
mage  to  the  garrifon,  though  the 
(hips  had  feveral  of  their  men  killed, 
and  their  rigging  and  fails  cut  and 
(haltered,  and  their  .(hips  were  fo 
much  damnified,  that  they  coft  the 
treafury  of  Scotland  about  500I. 
Sterling  to  repair  them. 

Afterwards  there  w'cfe  two  (hips 
appointed  conftantly  to  attend  ’  it 
fervice,  whereby  the  garrifon  wus 
rendered  incapable  of  procuring  any 
provifions  by  their  boats  ;  however, 
there  came  fome  time  after,  a  (mall 
privateer  from  Dunkirk,  laden  with 
ru(k  and  other  heedfaries  ;  but  the 
garrifon  w^ere  become  fo  weak  of 
men,  that  they  had  not  hands  enough 
to  hoift  up  the  rulk,  but  were  obli¬ 
ged  to  borrow  ten  failors  to  affift 
them  ;  and  when  they  had  got  only 
feven  bags  into  the  garrifon,  the 
largeft  ot  the  two  (hips  bore  down 
upon  the  privateer,  who  was  forced 
to  cut  her  cables  to  prevent  her 
being  run  down,  fo  that  the  garrifon 
was  then  in  a  worfe  condition  for 
holding  out  than  before,  having  ten 
failors  added  to  their  number,  and 
only  feven  bags  of  rufk,  which  could 
ferve  but  a  (hort  time,  w'herefore  the 
governor  was  obliged  to  put  each 
man  of  the  garrifon  to  the  allowance 
of  two  ounces  of  rufk  dough  in  24 
hours. 

About  that  time,  Mr  Trotter  was 
taken  and  condemned  (or  aiding  and 
aflifting  the  place,  and  Capt.  Alexan¬ 
der  Halibunon,  Capt.  William  Fra- 
fer,  Mr  William  Witham,  and  Mr 
William  Niccolfon,  who  belonged  to 
the  garrifon,  were  taken  on  (hore, 
and  condemned  to  be  hanged ;  and 
the  day  of  Mr  Trotter’s  execution 
being  coqae,  the  gibbet  was  crefted  at 


Caftletown,  and  he  being  brought  to 
the  place,  a  gun  was  fired  from  the 
Bafs  amongll  the  croud,  which  terri¬ 
fied  them,  and  obliged  them  to  re¬ 
move  the  gibbet  to  a  further  diftance, 
where  he  was  hanged ;  the  red  lay  in 
prifon  at  Edinburgh  under  condem¬ 
nation,  were  reprieved  from  time  to 
time,  till  fet  at  liberty  by  the  capitu¬ 
lation. 

At  lad  the  garrifon  being  reduced 
to  five  or  fix  days  provifion,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  above-mentioned  allow’- 
ance,  put  out  a  flag  of  truce,  where- 
upon  government  fending  to  know 
what  they  wanted,  the  garrifon  re¬ 
plied,  that  they  would  furrender  upon 
terms,  and  drew  up  their  own  arti¬ 
cles  ;  upon  which  the  privy  council 
fent  two  of  their  number  to  the  Bafs 
to  acquaint  them  what  conditions 
they  would  grant :  the  governor, 
who  had  faved  fome  bottles  of  the 
bed  French  wine  and  brandv,  and 
fome  fine  bifeuit,  made  them  drink 
plentifully,  telling  them  there  was  no 
Icarcity  of  provifions,  and  unlefs  he 
had  his  own  terms,  he  would  not 
furrender  ;  delivering,  at  the  fame 
time,  his  articles  to  their  Lorddiips  ; 
and  after  they  were  gone,  he  ordered 
all  the  caputs,  coats,  and  hats  in  the 
garrifon  to  be  put  on  the  muzzles  of 
mufquets,  to  make  them  believe  the 
place  was  full  of  men  ;  upon  which 
their  Lordfhips  returned  to  the  coun¬ 
cil,  and  reported  how  they  were 
treated,  and  that  the  garrifon  was  in 
every  refpecd  well  provided  ;  which 
induced  the  honourable  council  to 
comply  w'ich  ,the  governor’s  articles. 
[A  copy  of*  whicli  was  formerly  in- 
ferted,  Vol.  li.  p.  136.] 

Of  Good  Company  ;  hi  a  Letter 
frovi  Mudedus.  From  the  Mirror. 


to  be  introduced  into  good  cojupmiy  of 
every  rank  and  denomination  ;  and> 
in  virtue  ol  fome  family  conne<dions, 
aflided  by  the  kindnefs  of  fome  col¬ 
lege  friends  and  acquaintance,  I  flat¬ 
tered  myfeif,!  Ihould  fuccetd  in  my 
purpofe. 

My  drong  bent  for  letters  induced 
me  fil'd  to  procure  an  introdudion 
into  the  good  company  of  the  learn¬ 
ed  ;  and  1  went  to  a  dinner  where 
feveral  of  the  literati  w  ere  to  be  af- 
fembled,  full  of  the  hopes  of  Iiaviug 
my  mind  enlightened  wuth  knowledge, 
expanded  with  lentiment,  and  ciiar ru¬ 
ed  with  the  Atticifin  of  elegant  con- 
verfation. 

During  our  meal,  there 'vvas  a  more 
abfolute  fufpenficn  of  dil'courfe  than 
1  expeided  in  a  fociety  of  fpirits  fo 
refined  as  thofe  wdth  wdioni  I  was 
aflbeiated.  The  ordinary  fundions 
of  eating  and  drhikin^  made  no  part 
of  my  idea  of  a  learned  man  ;  and  I 
could  obferve  in  my  fellow-guells  an 
attention  to  the  dillies  before  them, 
w^hich  J  thought  did  not  quite  cor- 
refpond  W’ith  the  dignity  of  that  cha- 
rader.  This,  however,  w'as  but  a 
final  I  deviation  from  my  pidure,  and 
I  palfed  it  over  as  well  iis  I  could,  in 
expedation  of  that  mental  feall  w  ith 
which  I  w^as  to  be  regaled  when  the 
table  fliould  be  uncovered. 

Accordingly,  wdien  the  cloth  was 
removed,  the  converfiation,  which  I 
expeded  wuth  fo  much  impatience, 
began.  1  had  too  humble  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  myfelf  to  take  any  other  part 
than  that  of  a  hearer  ;  but  1  very 
foon  dlfcovered  that  I  v/as  the  only 
perfon  in  the  company  w'ho  had  an 
inclination  to  iillen.  Every  one  feem- 
ed  impatient  of  his  neighbour’s  I  jicech, 
and  eager  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
introducing  his  own.  You,  \  think, 
Sir,  have  compared  converfation  to  a 
favourite  dilh  at  an  entertainment  ; 
here  it  was  carried  on  like  a  dinner 
at  one  of  thofe  hungry  ordinaries 
w'here  Quin  ufed  wittily  to  call  lor  a 
balket-hilted  fword  to  help  hinifci? 
Vol.  LlII. 


I  AM  at  that  time  of  life  when  edu¬ 
cation,  formerly  confined  to  the 
ftudy  of  books,  begins  to  extend  it- 
felf  to  the  ftudy  of  men.  Having 
lately  arrived  in  towm,  I  was  anxious 
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V  ith  :  In  a  lliort  time  every  one,  ex¬ 
cept  your  correlpondenl,  endeavour 
ed  to  fecure  it  to  himfelt,  by  making 
it  a  dilh  which  no  body  elfe  could 
tafte.  An  old  gentleman,  at  the 
head  of  the  table,  introduced  a  Ger^ 
man  treatife,  wTitten  by  a  man  whole 
name  i  could  neither  pronounce  nor 
remember,  which  none  ot  the  reft  of  | 
the  company  had  leen.  Another, 
taking  advantage  ot  a  fit  of  cough¬ 
ing  W’ith  whicii  he  was  feized,  brought 
us  upon  a  philofophical  inquiry  into 
the  properties  of  heat,  and  a  long  ac- 
f:ourit  of  feme  experiments  he  had 
lately  witnefted  on  that  fubjedl.  Be¬ 
ing  unfortunately  alked  for  his  toaft, 
and  paufing  a  moment  to  deliberate 
on  it,  he  was  fupplanted  by  my  right 
hand  neighbour,  w'ho  fiiddenly  traii- 
fported  us  into  the  country  of  Thibet, 
and  leemed  to  have  a  very  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  Delai  Larna. — 
One  of  the  company,  w^ho  fat  oppo- 
fiie  to  him,  thruft  in,  by  mere  dint  of 
vociferation.  Travels  through  the  inte^ 
rior  parts  of  America^  juft  then  pub-, 
lilhcd,  and  failed  over  the  lakes  in 
triumph  ;  till  happening  to  mention 
a  particular  w’ay  in  which  the  Indians 
drel's  a  certain  filh,  the  difeourfe  was, 
at  laft,  laid  open  to  every  body  pre- 
fent  bn  the  fubje(ft  of  cookery  ;  whence 
it  naturally  fell  into  a  difeufilon  of 
the  comparative  excellence  of  diffe¬ 
rent  wines  ;  on  which  topics  the  con- 
verfatipn  refted  with  fo  much  em- 
phafis,  that  a  ftranger,  who  had  over¬ 
heard  it,  would  have  been  led  to 
imagine  this  fyTnpftum^  into  which  I 
had  procured  admiflion  with  fo  much 
eagernefs,  to  be  a  Ibciety  of  cooks 
and  butlers,  met  to  improve  each 
pthcr  in  their  feveral  callings. 

1  next  procured  an  introduction 
into  the  very  heji  cojsipany  ;  that  is,  I 
contrived  to  become  a  gueft  at  a  table 
of  high  fafiiion,  w’here  an  entertain¬ 
ment  was  given  to  feme  of  the  grea- 
teft  men  in  this  country.  The  ambi¬ 
tion  natural  to  my  age  aijd  com¬ 
plexion  prompted  me  to  *defire  this 


honour,  which,  however,  I  purcha- 
fed  at  the  price  of  a, good  deal  of 
embarralfinent  and  unealinefs.  No¬ 
thing,  indeed,  but  the  high  honour 
conferred  by  fiich  fociety  could 
compenfate  for  the  feelings  even  of 
that  minute,  in  which  a  man,  not 
ufed  to  the  company  of  the  great, 
alcends  from  the  loweft  ftep  of  aw'ide 
echoing  Itair-cafe  to  the  door  of  a 
great  man’s  drawing-room.  Thro’ 
this,  however,  and  feveral  other  little 
difquietudes,  did  I  pafs,  in  hopes  of 
finding  in  the  difeourfe  of  thole  ele¬ 
vated  perfons,  that  highly -polilhed 
elegance,  that  interefting  information, 
and  thole  extenfive  views  of  polity 
and  government,  which  their  rank 
had  afforded  fo  many  opportunities 
of  acquiring. 

Not  only  during  the  time  of  din¬ 
ner  (as  in  my  laft  company),  but  fer 
a  conliderable  time  after,  the  feene 
was  lilent  and  folemn  ;  this,  w^hile  it 
added  to  my  confufion,  increafed  my 
expedlations,  Converlation  at  lall 
began  ;  it  w’as  carried  on  in  a  man¬ 
ner  exadly  the  reverfe  of  that  in  my 
former  vifit.  There  no  body  was 
difpofed  to  liften  ;  here  few  feemed 
inclined  to  fpeak ;  for  in  this  alfem- 
bly  I  could  perceive  there  were  two 
or  three  very  great  men,  to  whom 
the  great  men  were  little,  and  the 
proud  wxre  mean.  The  laft,  there¬ 
fore,  hardly  fpoke  at  ail,  except  to 
applaud  the  obfervations  or  anecdotes 
delivered  by  the  very  great  men  ;  in 
w^hich,  had  they  not  been  delivered 
by  very  great  men,  I  fhould  have 
difeovered  no  uncommon  fagacity  or 
exquifite  entertainment.  One  who  | 
feemed  to  be  at  the  top  of  this  cliviax^ 
of  greatnefs,  began  a  ftory  of  a  pretty 
old  date,  in  which  he  introduced  at 
dinner,  in  the  houfe  of  the  then  mi- 
nifter,  almoft  all  the  orators  and  wits 
of  the  time.  '[  hough,  from  the 
anecdotes  to  which  I  had  already 
liftened,  my  ears  were  now  familia¬ 
rized  wiUi  the  founds  of  Duke,  Mar- 
qiiisi  Earl^  and  Avihajfador  ;  yet,  from 


the  hutory  of  this  iiluftrious  aflem- 
blage,  1  ilill  conceived  very"  eager  ex- 
pe(5tation:  bat,  afrer  being  led  thro* 
twenty  epifodes,  all  tending  to  Ihew 
the  conneiTtlon  of  the  noble  relater 
with  many  other  right  honourable 
perlbnages,  the  conclulion  proved  to 
be  nothing  more  than  a  joke  upon  a 
country  member  of  parliament,  who 
alked  to  be  helped  to  a  bit  of  gosje^ 
when,  in  faift,  the  dllh  was  a 
W’hich,  it  feerns,  was  a  favourite  bird 
at  the  miniller's  table  ;  and  fome 
conceit  about  not  knowing  a  fvv’^an 
from  a  goofe,  and  all  the  minifter’s 
geefe  being  fvrans,  w^as  the  point  of 
the  (lory  ;  at  which  all  the  company 
laughed  very  loud  and  very  long  ; 
but  the  little  men,  all  except  myi'elf, 
infinitely  the  loudeft  and  the  longed. 

I  began  now  to  think  that  the 
charms  of  convivial  and  ordinary 
converfation  were  not,  perhaps,  to 
be  expeded  among  men,  whofe  learn¬ 
ing,  or  importance  in  the  (late,  made 
it  unneceffary  for  them  to  cultivate 
the  lefTer  accompllfhments  of  life,  and 
that  I  mult  look  for  them  in  the 
company  of  the  gay^  whofe  minds, 
unbent  from  ferious  and  important 
occupations,  had  leifure  to  fport 
themlelves  in  the  regions  of  wit  and 
humour,  and  to  communicate  the 
livelinefs  of  their  fancy  to  the  fociety 
around  them.  I  found  it  no  diflicult 
matter  to  be  admitted  to  a  party  of 
this  kind  ;  I  w^as  introduced,  at  a 
public  place,  to  a  gentleman,  who,  I 
was  told,  was  a  man  of  falliion,  and 
cf  the  world,  and  was  by  him  invited 
to  a  petit  fouper,  where,  I  underllood, 

I  Ihould  meet  with  fome  of  the  liveliell; 
and  moll  entertaining  companions  of 
both  fexcs. 

Of  the  converfation  at  this  Iioufc  I 
would  give  an  account  if  I  were  able  ; 
but  fo  many  talked  at  once,  fo  vari¬ 
ous  and  deflator y  were  the  fubjcels 
on  which  they  talked,  and  fo  unin¬ 
telligibly  falhionable  were  many  of  ; 
the  phrafes  which  thary  ufed,  that  I 
am  altogether  unqualified  to  abridge 


or  analyfe  it.  I  find.  Sir,  there  is  a 
jargon  among  people  of  falhion  as 
well  as  among  the  fchoolmen  they 
deride,  and  that  it  requires  initiation 
into  the  mylleries  of  the  one  as  well 
as  of  the  other,  to  be  able  ^o  compre¬ 
hend  or  to  relilh  their  difeourfe.— 
Converfation,  however,  was  foon  put 
an  end  to  by  the  introdudic  *  of 
cams,  wdien  1  found  a  perfed  ccpia- 
lity  of  underltanding  and  of  impor¬ 
tance.  At  length  flipper  was  an¬ 
nounced  at  a  very  late  hour,  and 
with  it  entered  a  gentleman,  who,  I 
was  informed,  poifelfed  an  iiifiiiite 
fund  of  humour,  and  for  whofe  ap¬ 
pearance  I  had  been  made  to  look 
for  (dme  time  with  impatience. 

The  luperiority  of  his  talents  for 
converfation  I’eemcd  indeed  to  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  ;  for  he  was  allowed  to 
talk  alinoft  iinceafingly,  with  very 
little  interruption  from  any  other 
perfon.  After  a  few  glalfes,  he  was 
prevailed  on  to  ling  one  very  inno¬ 
cent  fong  ;  a  few  more  emboldened 
him  to  ling  another  a  little  more 
free  ;  and,  jail  before  the  fecond  bot¬ 
tle  was  called  for,  he  took  off  a  Me- 
thodill  preacher  with  great  apphtufe. 

The  ladies  now  retired.  1  had 
fancied  that,  in  the  companies  of  the 
two  former  days,  the  want  of  their 
fociety  had  deprived  us  of  the  tale 
and  gaiety  of  difeourfe.  But  here, 
the  removal  of  the  female  members 
of  the  party  feemed  to  have  a  con¬ 
trary  effect  from  what  my  concliifion 
would  have  warranted.  1  difeovered 
a  fmile  of  fitisfadtion  in  the  counte¬ 
nances  of  molt  of  the  guclls  when 
the  ladies  were  t^one.  Several  of 

o 

them,  wdio  had  not  uttered  a  fy liable 
before,  w’ere  eloquent  now,  though, 
indeed,  the  fubject  was  neithe  r  r.b- 
ftrufe  nor  delicate.  The  wit  was  cal¬ 
led  on  for  another  fong,  and  he  gave 
us  one  perfectly  7nafciihnc.  This  was 
followed  by  feveral  jocular  (lories, 
and  burlefque  exhibitions,  mod  of 
which  were  in  peifedt  iinifon  with 
that  tone  which  the  abfcnce  of  the 
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ladies  had  allowed  the  company  to  |  fomething 
afTume.  The  jefts  were  not  ihch  as  I 
can  repeat ;  one  fancy,  however,  I 
recoiled,  of  which,  I  think,  better  ufe 
may  be  made  than  its  author  inten- 

words 

ks  on  the  walls,  like 


j  more  lolid  than  honey  in 
the  (lomach,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
degree  of  fermentation  in  the  ilomach 
that  is  wanted  to  aflimilate  this  food 
to  the  animal  juices.  I  have  been 
taught  this  truth  by  experience ;  for, 
after  having  lived  for  a  week  or  ten 
days  on  this  food,  I  found  my  body 
as  alert  for  bufmefs  which  required 
ftrength,  and  my  mind  as  clear  and  as 
fit  for  inveftigating  any  difficult  quef* 
tion,  as  at  any  other  time. 

I  faid,  every  perfon  can  eat  it 
fafely ;  becaufe  there  are  many  with 
whom  it  difagrees  very  much.  I  have 
known  it  occaiion  painful  feelings  to 
fome  people,  even  when  applied  exter¬ 
nally  ;  though,  in  general,  it  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  detergent  of  fores,  when  fo 
ufed.  I  think  fuch  perfons  are  much 
to  be  pitied,  becaufe  they  are  thereby 
deprived  of  the  ufe  of  fo  excellent  a 
food  and  medicine 


iied.  “  Suppofe,  faid  he,  our 
left  their  mar 
claret  fpilt  on  a  fmooth  tabic,  how 
confounded  the  women  would  look 
when  they  next  entered  the  room 
For  my  part,  I  have  fo  much  reve¬ 
rence  for  a  woman  of  honour,  as  to 
hold  facred  even  the  place  ihe  has 
occupied,  and  cannot  eafily  bear  its 
immediate  profanation  by  oblcenity. 
I  therefore  took  the  firft  opportunity 
of  withdrawing,  which  I  was  the 
more  willing  to  do,  as  I  found  our 
wit  pohelTed,  in  truth,  only  a  chime 
of.  bulfoonry,  which,  when  he  had 
rung  out,  he  was!  for  ced  to  fublHtute 
the  bottle  in  its  place,  the  lafi  joke  he 
uttered  being  a  reproof  to  our  land¬ 
lord  for  not  pulhing  it  about. 

On  the  Nutritive  aw}  Medicinal 
Properties 


However,  a  con¬ 
tinued  pra6lice  of  eating  it  generally 
takes  off  this  effeft.  '1  he  cholicky  pain 
which  it  occafions  in  the  ftomach 
may  probably  be  owing  to  its  raifmg 
too  quick  a  ferment  in  the  contents  of 
the  (ioinach,  thereby  fetting  free  fuch 
a  quantity  of  fixed  air,  as,  being  rarl- 
fied,  expands  the  Ilomach  to  fo  great 
a  degree  as  to  occafion  that  pain. 
That  the  rarefa(5lion  of  the  air  is  the 
caufe  of  fuch  pain  feems  probable,  by 
the  immediate  relief  which  a  glafs  of 
cold  water  gives  in  it.  This  effect  of 
cold  water  I  have  experienced  very 
often,  not  only  in  this  cafe,  but  alfo 
in  fiinilar  pains  arifing  from  rarified 
air  in  the  ftomach,  in  the  gout,  for 
inftance,  attended  with  violent  ex- 
plofions  of  that  air.  It  is  ufual,  for 
this  complaint,  to  order  medicines 
warm  in  themfelves,  and  moreover  to 
add  their  being  heated  over  a  culinary 
fire  when  given;  thus  pouring  oil 
upon  tire,  when  a  draught  of  cold 
water  would  be  a  fpeedier  and  fafer 
relief.  Of  this  too  I  myfelf  have 
frequently  had  perfonal  experience. 

They  wffid  vviculd  enjoy  honey  in  its 

greateft  perfe^ion,  fliould  have  glalfesi 


of  Honey. 

T'o  the  Publisher,  dxc. 

SIR, 

I  RE  AD  in  your  laft  Magazine,  a 
method  propofed  for  obtaining 
better  fiavoured,  and  perhaps  in  every 
other  refpeift  better  honey,  than  that 
.which  we  generally  have,  without  ex- 
ercifing  the  cruelty  of  barbaroufly 
murdering  the  bees  ;  it  may  be  feme 
inducement  to  follow  that,  and  every 
other  poffibie  improvement  of  the 
kind,  for  me  to  mention  fome  of  the 
good  qualities  and  ufes  of  honey  both 
as  food  and  as  medicine. 

Firft,  with  regard  to  food  ;  there 
is  not  perhaps  in  nature,  a  fubftance 
which  contains,  in  an  equal  bulk, 
more  nutritive  particles  than  honey 
does.  Every  perfon  who  can  eat  it 
lafeJy  may  be  eafily  convinced  of  this 
truth,  if  he  will  abftain  for  fome  days 
from  all  other  food  than  honey  and 
water,  with  fometimes  a  little  bread, 
l^ecaiife  ic  may  be  neceflkry  to  have 
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adapted  to  their  hives,  in  which  the 
bees  may  fpeedily  make  combs,  and 
foon  fill  them  with  honey.  The 
honey  fo  colledled  is  generally  clear 
and  fragrant,  carrying  the  flavour  of 
the  plants  it  was  gathered  from.  The 
higher  colour  of  honey  arifes  from 
the  oily  particles  in  it  being  rendered 
opake  by  the  continued  degree  of 
warmth  it  is  kept  in  by  the  bees, 
which  warmth  alfo  diffipates  much 
of  its  fragrance.  This  accounts  for 
the  advantage  of  the  frequent  change 
of  the  combs. 

Before  I  fpeak  of  honey  as  a  medi¬ 
cine,  I  will  mention  one  of  its  effects, 
of  the  truth  of  which  any  perfon  may 
be  convinced  by  the  following  eafy 
experiment :  Boil  a  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ter-gruel  very  well,  lb  that  the  oat- 
me^  may  be  thoroughly  diffolved ; 
let  it  rather  be  thicker  than  for  com¬ 
mon  ufe ;  divide  it  into  three  portions, 
of  at  lead  a  pint  each  ;  let  one  portion 
remain  in  its  natural  date ;  into  the 
other,  put  fuch  a  quantity  of  honey  as 
(hall  render  it  fweet  to  the  tade  ;  and 
into  the  third,  put  as  much  fugar  as 
lhall  give  it  the  fame  degree  of  fweet- 
nefs.  Stir  the  mixtures  well,  fo  that 
the  ingredients  may  be  perfectly  mix-  I 
ed,  and  then  let  them  remain  till 
cold.  On  examination  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  water-gruel  into  which 
the  honey  was  put  will  be  much  the 
thinned.  This  fa6l,  which  chance 
taught  me,  excited  my  attention.  I 
judged  that  honey,  being  a  mild  vege¬ 
table  foap,  may  thus  mix  with,  and 
readily  diffolve,  or  render  thinner, 
any  crudities  it  may  meet  with  in  the 
domach  and  bowels ;  and  by  that 
means  form  a  more  perfedt  and  nutri- 
.  tive  chyle,  or  entering  into  the  blood, 
corredl  the  too  great  thicknefs  of  it, 
and  diffolve  obdrudlions  or  concre¬ 
tions  formed  in  the  body. 

Honey  has,  in  all  ages,  been  a  fa¬ 
vourite  medicine  in  coughs,  and  in 
every  other  complaint  attending  what 
is  commonly  called  a  cold ;  nor  has 
it  been  iefs  famed  in  all  difeafes  of  the 
kidneys  and  bladder.  Its  great  effi¬ 


cacy  in  an  afthma  has  been  but  lately 
experienced. 

A  gentleman,  who,  on  account  of 
his  great  judgment  and  integrity,  was 
an  ornament  to  his  profelfion  of  phy- 
fic,  as  well  as  to  human  nature,  w'as 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years  greatly 
afllidted  with  an  afthma,  at  times  very 
violent,  and  which  had  bullied  the 
power  of  many  and  different  medi¬ 
cines  he  had  taken.  It  was  at  length 
attended  with  gravel  and  fmall  ftony 
concretions,  w^hich  palled  into  the 
bladder,  from  whence  they  were  hap¬ 
pily  difeharged.  This  complaint  led 
him  to  a  plentiful  ule  of  honey  ;  and 
at  the  end  of  fix  months  he  found 
himfcif  greatly  relieved  of  his  afthma. 
The  afthma  had  brought  fo  great  an 
oppreflion  on  his  lungs,  that  his  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing  would  fcarcely 
permit  him  to  ufe  any  exercife  ;  yet, 
in  lefs  than  a  year,  though  about  the 
age  of  fixty,  by  continuing  the  honey, 
he  could  walk  with  cafe  fix  or  eight 
miles  in  a  morning.  After  he  had 
got  pretty  w^ell  rid  of  his  afthma,  lie 
became  fubje»5t  to  annual  mild  fits  of 
the  gout.  The  good  effeds  of  the 
ufe  of  honey  in  this  gentleman’s 
I  afthma,  induced  many  others  to  try 
it,  and,  of  thefe,  numbers  with  fuccels; 
and  wheie  it  failed,  the  fault  was 
perhaps  rather  in  themfclves  than  in 
the  honey,  owing  to  their  not  per-, 
fevering  in  the  ufe  of  it,  or  hot 
taking  it  in  fufficient  quantity.  This 
gentleman’s  rule  was,  to  take  twt> 
ounces  daily  ;  the  nioft  convenient, 
and  perhaps  the  moft  proper  time  of 
taking  it  is  the  morning.  It  may  be 
taken  at  other  times  inftead  of  fugar. 

Befides  being  thus  a  blelling,  as  a 
reftorative  of  health,  it  might  alfo  be 
rendered  agreeably  falntary  in  exhila¬ 
rating  the  focial  and  friendly  hours, 
when  made  into  a  liquor,  yielding  in 
flavour  and  wholefomenefs  to  few 
wines  made  of  the  juice  of  the  grape. 
It  rs  known,  that  fermentation,  duly 
carried  on,  takes  off  the  lufeious 
fweetnefs  of  mead,  whatever  be  the 
ingredients,  and  gives  the  liquor  a 
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wonderful  talent  for  ^compofing 
verfes.  He  hath  written  the  firit 
canto  an  epic  poem,  confiliing  of 
more  than  600  lines,  the  fubjedl  being 
the  Invafion  of  Britain  by  Julius  Ca*. 
far  ;  as  aho  the  firh  ad  ot  a  tragedy, 
founded  upon  a  Peruvian  llory.  In 
both  of  thefe  there  are  Itrong  marks 
of  a  moll  earl)  genius  for  poetry, 
which  he  likewife  recites  admirably 
well  upon  the  firft  Itool  you  may  place 
him.  I  alked  this  wonderlul  boy 
how  many  books  he  intended  to  di¬ 
vide  his  epic  poem  into  ;  when  he  an- 
fwered,  that  lie  could  not  well  bring 
all  his  matter  into  lefs  than  24. 

In  November  1778,  he  was  carried 
to  the  Mufeum  at  Leicetler-houfe 
(being  himfelf  avirttiofo)  ;  foon  alter 
whicfi  he  exprelTed  his  admiration  of 
what  he  had  feen,  in  fonie  verfes  ad- 
drelfed  to  iSir  Alhton  Lever,  in  which 
he  noticed  mod  kinds  of  the  natural 
produdions  in  that  moll  capital  col- 
ledion.  As  I  fuppofe  that  no  other 
verfes  are  to  be  found  upon  the  fame 
fubjed,  Mailer  Percy,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  could  not  have  been  alfiiled  by 
imitation. — I  have  like  wife  feen  a 
Pailoral  written  by  him  at  a  ftill 
earlier  age,  and  a  Song,  which  has 
been  fet  to  mufic  by  that  equally 
aftonilhing  youth,  Mafter  Samuel 
Weiley  — The  Song,  and  the  Verfes 
addrelfed  to  Sir  Afliton  Lever,  are 
printed  as  they  were  haflily  written. 
The  Paitoral  indeed  was  corrededby 
Malter  Percy  himfelf,  before  it  was 
publiihed  ;  for  this  early  genius  hath, 
in  fome  inilancesi  given  a  patient  re- 
vifil  of  his  little  labours  f . 


racinefs  and  _  flavour  which  could 
fcarcely  have  been  expeded.  I  have 
tailed  mead  which  was  extremely 
agreeable  and  palatable;  and  being 
alked,  what  wine  I  thought  it  was? 
anfwered,  that  it  refembled  Madeira, 
more  than  it  did  any  other  wine.  I 
was  alfured  that  it  was  mead  into 
which  fome  hops  had  been  put  to 
fine  it  down. 

In  making  mead,  the  water  is  often 
fo  loaded  with  honey,  in  order  to 
give  it  ftrength,  that  the  fermenta¬ 
tion  cannot  be  carried  on  fo  com¬ 
pletely  as  to  free  the  liquor  of  its 
fweetnefs.  The  boiling  of  any  liquor 
much  is  alfo  known  to  retard  fermen¬ 
tation.  Thus  the  mead  may  remain 
a  heavy  (lummy  liquor,  difagreeable 
to  the  palate,  and  difficult  of  digeftion; 
for  which  reafons  the  compofition  has 
been  diferedited;  but  if  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  honey  and  water  was  judi- 
cioiifly  managed,  the  importation  of 
foreign  wines  might  be  greatly  lelfen- 
ed  ;  as  might  alfo  the  ill  confequences 
of  improper  compofitions  now  fold 
for  wines. 

In  a  commercial  view,  another  ad¬ 
vantage  which  would  arife  from  the 
increafed  number  of  bees,  is  the  addi¬ 
tional  ('luantity  of  wax  coileded.  I 
have  heard  it  objedlcd  to  the  faving 
the  lives  of  bees,  that  we  fliould  foon 
he  overflocked,  i  anfwer,  that  it  is 
at  all  times  in  our  power  to  prevent 
this  inconvenieiicy ;  and  let  me  alfo 
obferve,  that  though  we  have  ac¬ 
counts  of  very  great  numbers,  even 
thoufands  of  hives  being  kept  in  one 
place,  tradition  has  no  where  told  us 
of  the  bte-paflures  being  overftocked. 

MEDICUS. 

Account  ^Master  Thomas  Per¬ 
cy,  a  rariarkahle  Poetical  Genius. 
From  the  Hon,  Daines  BarringtonV 
Mifcellaniesy  'jiiji  publiJJyed, 

Thomas  percy  (nephew  of 

the  prefent  Dean  of  Carlifle,) 
was  born  Sept.  1.'.  1768.  -At  the 
ige  of  eight  vears  he  difeovered  a 


Mr  Barrington,  in  his  Mifcella- 
fiies^  has  given  a  very  full  account  of 
the  extraordinary  viufical  ponvers  of 
Mafter  Wefley,  from  <vjhich  nve  Jhalh 
in  a  future  Nu7nher^  extra  ft  a  fe^'s) 
particulars  for  the  entertamfuent  of  our 
readers 

[f  JVe  have  inferted  the  Verfes  to  Sir 
Alhton  Lever  in  the  Poetical  Depart- 
vie  fit  of  this  N umber and  the  Paforal 
^nd  Song  ^ill  be  given  in  our  nextVj 
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POETRY. 

ODE  to  a  Man  or  Letters. 
By  the  Rev.  Mr  Logan. 

LO!  Winter’s  hoar  clominton  pad! 
\iri:itcd  in  his  eafterj,  blaft 
The  of  .Nature 
Brcathii’j;  the  fprin/  the  z  r‘'Nrs  play, 
And  r».-eiilltro  I’d,  tin-  Lord  of  Day 
Relumes  the  golden  ikies 

Attendant  on  (he  genial  hours, 

I'hc  voluntary  lhades  and  flow'rs 
For  ruiai  lovers  Ip'iug; 

Wild  choirs  unlten  in  coucert  join. 

And  round  Apollo’s  ruftic  fiirinc 
The  lylvan  Mules  ling. 

The  fined  vernal  hloo-n  that  blows, 

The  fweeted  voice  the  fored  ktiows, 

A  rife  to  vanilh  fi.on; 

The  rofe  unfolds  her  robe  of  li^iht, 

And  Philomela  gives  her  night 
I'o  Richmond  and  to  June. 

With  hounded  ray,  and  tranfient  grace, 
Thus,  Varro,  holds  the  human  race 
Their  place  and  hour  affign’d; 
I^oud  let  the  venal  trumpet  lound, 
Refponlive  never  will  rebound 
The  echo  of  mankind. 

Yon  forms  divine  that  deck  the  fphere, 
The  radiant  rulers  of  the  year, 

Confefs  a  nobler  hand; 

’Thron’d  in  tlie  majedy  of  morn. 
Behold  the  King  of  Day  adorn 
'I'ltc  Ikies,  the  fca,  the  land. 

Nor  did  th’  Almighty  raife  the  dey. 

Nor  liang  th’  eternal  lamps  on  high 
On  one  al-ode  to  fliine; 

The  circle  of  a  thoufand  funs 
Extends,  while  Nature’s  period  runs 
The  theatre  divine 

Thus  fomc,  whom  fmiling  Nature  hails 
7'o  fiicred  fprings,  and  golden  vales, 

'  And  d>',ams  of  old  renown; 

By  n  oble  toils  and  worthy  fours. 

Shall  w'iu  tlieir  manlion  ’mid  the  dars, 
And  wear  th’  immortal  crown. 

Bright  in  ths  firmament  of  Fame 
The  lights  of  antient  ages  flame 
With  never-fetting  ray, 

On  worlds  unfouru!  from  hid’ry  torn, 
O’er  ages  deep  in  time  unborn, 

'Fo  pour  the  human  day. 

Won  from  neglc£fed  wad:  s  of  time, 
Apollo  hails  his  faired  claim, 
i  he  provinces  of  mind ; 


An  Egypt  *,  with  eternal  tow’rs. 

See  Montcfquicu  redeem  the  hourS| 
from  Lewis  to  mankind. 

No  tame  remiHion  genius  knows  ; 

No  interval  ot  dark  lepofe, 

1  o  quench  th’  ethereal  flame  ; 

From  Thebes  to  Troy  the  vidor  hies, 

\nd  Homer  with  hii  hero  vies 
In  varied  paths  to  fame. 

The  orb  which  rul’d  thy  natal  night 
And  ulher  d  in  a  greater  light 
1  ban  fets  the  pole  on  fire, 

With  undiminilh’d  ludrc  crowi/d. 

Unwearied  walks  th’  eternal  round, 

Amid  the  heav’iily  quire. 

Proud  in  triumphal  chariot  hurl’d. 

And  crown’d  the  mader  of  the  world, 

Ah!  let  not  Philip’s  foil, 

His  foul  in  Syrian  fnftnefs  drown’d. 

His  brows  v^ith  Pcifian  garlands  bound, 

The' race  of  plealure  run! 

With  eroding  thoughts  Alcides  pred. 

The  awful  goddefs  thus  ao'dielt. 

And  pointi"g  to  the  prize: 

Behold  the  wreath  of  glory  fhine! 

And  mark  the  onward  path  divine 
rhat  opens  to  the  Ikies! 

“  The  heav’i  ly  fire  nmd  ever  burn. 

The  hero’s  (tep  mud  never  turn 
From  yon  fuhlime  abodes  ; 

Lor  g  mud  thy  life  of  labours  prove 
At  L  d  to  die  the  Ion  of  Jove, 

And  mingle  with  the  gods.” 

THE  COTTAG  ERS. 

At  the  foot  of  yon  hiil,  by  the  fide  of  a 
dream 

'Fhat  didils  from  the  clear  crydal  fpring; 
Where  rural  Felicity  marks  out  the  theme 
The  contemplative  Mufes  will  fiog, 

Content  with  youngCorin  and  Daphne  refides. 
Who,  unknown  to  Care,  'J  rouble,  and 
Strife,  (tidvis 

In  Plealure  and  Friend fhip  oppofc  the  ruie 
That  didurh  the  fmooth  curient  of  lift. 

d  heir  cottage  is  pleafant,  convenient,  and  neat* 

I  heir  furnitnro  ufcful  and  plain; 

The  fold  f'>r  their  ewes  and  their  lambs  a  re¬ 
treat, 

When  opprefs’d  by  the  winds  and  the  rain; 
The  wall,  by  the  ivy’s  green  mantle  o’eifprtad, 
Are  of  ciav,  and  the  rouf  made  of  thatch  ; 
The  door,  fomelhing  low  to  exclude  the  prcUil 
head, 

May  be  op’d  by  a  dring  from  the  latch  : 

The  poiiineeis  hung  all  in  order  within, 

Ai.d  the  platters  all  rang’d  on  the  (hclf, 

*  The  fineji  provinces  of  Egypt,  gained Jran^ 
a  negle'iied  'ivajie. 
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The  tea-cups  and  fanccrs  all  Ihining  again, 
Some  of  china,  and  others  of  delf. 

Content  is  a  kingdom;  the  pair  but  require 
What*s  convenient,  nor  need  they  to  fpare ; 
On  a  three-legged  ftool  they  enjoy  the  warm 
fire. 

Then  what  need  of  a  fopha  or  chair  ? 

Their  meals,  not  luxurious,  fufficient  alone 
For  Nature’s  fupport  and  f«)r  health; 
NecefTity  n\akes  not  the  peafant  t  >  moan, 

Nor  does  Fortune  o’erhurd^n  with  wealth. 
In  the  morn,  at  the  lark’s  early  fummons  they 
rife, 

WhiUl  the  cock  yet  proclaims  the  new  day; 
When  the  fun  from  the  call  gilds  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  fkies, 

And  the  fields  and  the  meadows  look  gay. 

On  the  plain  then  together  their  flocks  they 
attend. 

Their  amufement,  their  joy,  and  their  care; 
Thrice  biefs’d  in  the  bounty  Hcav’n  pleafes  to 
fend. 

The  reward  of  thofe  labours  they  fliare. 

On  the  plains,  o’er  the  hills,  thro’  the  vallies 
they  rove, 

Or  now  feat  thcmfelves  down  by  the  fpring; 
To  catch  tlie  foft  mufic  which  breathes  thro’ 
the  grove, 

When  tlic  linnet  and  nightingale  fing. 

They  ftray  o’er  the  banks  of  the  murmuring 
brook. 

Which  meandering  runs  thro*  the  glade, 

To  view  the  rough  current  that  pours  from  the 
rock. 

And  falls  in  a  rural  cafeade. 

Thus,  the  gifts  of  kind  Nature  they  live  to 
enjoy, 

Whilft  the  fummer  enlivens  the  year, 

And  winter  but  varies  the  courfe  of  their  joy, 
As  it  leflcns  their  toil  with  their  care. 

The  grief  that  opprefTcs  the  heart  of  the 
maid. 

The  youth  ever  labours  to  cure; 

For,  if  forrovvs  the  mind  of  fair  Daphne  in¬ 
vade. 

Her*  Corin  each  pang  mufl  endure  : 

But,  if  happy  ihc  fwain,  then  the  nymph  too 
is  blefl. 

They  live  in  each  other  alone, 

Ev’ry  pleafure  he  feels  mull  enliven  her  bread, 
Since  the  will  of  her  Gorin's  her  own. 

VERSES  addrejfed  to  Sir  Ashton  Lever, 
€H  being  favoured  -with  a  fight  of  his  Mu~ 
feum.  By  Master  Percy,  aged  only  ten 
years, 

IF  I  had  Virgil’s  judgment,  Homer’s  fire, 
And  could  with  equal  rapture  flrike  the 
lyre, 

Could  drink  as  largely  of  the  Mtife’s  fpring, 
*l’h.en  would  I  of  Sir  merits  fing. 


Look  here,  look  there,  above,  beneath,  around 
Sure  great  Apollo  confecrates  the  ground. 
Here  Ifands  a  tyger,  mighty  in  his  llrtngth 
There  crocodiles  extend  their  fcaly  length : 
Subtle,  voiacious  to  devour  their  food. 

Savage  they  look,  and  feem  to  pant  for  blood. 
Here  fliells  and  filh,  and  finny  dolphins  feen, 
Difplay  their  various  colours  blue  and  green. 
View  there  an  urn  which  Roman  afhes  bore, 
And  habits  once  that  foreign  nations  wore. 
Birds  and  wild  beads  from  Afric’s  burning 
fand, 

And  curious  folTils  rang’d  in  order  Band. 
Now  turn  your  eyes  from  them,  and  quick 
furvey, 

Spars,  diamonds^  cryftals,  dart  a  golden  ray. 
View  apes  in  different  attiiudcs  appear. 

With  horns  of  bucks,  and  goats,  and  lhamois 
deer. 

Next  various  kinds  of  monflers  meet  the  eye; 
Dreadful  they  feem,  grim  looking  as  they  lie. 
What  man  is  he  that  does  not  view  with  awe 
The  river- horfe  that  gives  the  Tigris  law? 
Dauntlefs  he  looks,  and  eager  to  engage, 
J^alhes  his  fidcs,  and  burns  with  Heady  rage. 
View  where  an  elephant’s  broad  bulk  appears, 
And  o’er  his  head  his  hollow  trunk  he  rears : 
He  feems  to  roar,  impatient  for  the  fight, 
And  Hands  collected  in  his  utmoH  might. 
Some  1  have  fung,  much  more  my  Mule  could 
name; 

A  nobler  Mufe  requires  Sir  Afntons  fame. 

I’ve  gain’d  my  end,  if  you,  good  Sir,  receive 
This' feeble  prcfenl,  which  1  freely  give. 

Your  well-known  worth,  to  dillant  nations 
told, 

AmongH  the  fons  of  Fame  fhall  be  enroll’d. 

SONG,  By  a  young  Lady. 

SURE  when  my  gentle  Twain  w'as  born, 
Nature  his  perfon  to  adorn, 

.  Each  manly  grace  aflign’d  ; 

And,  willing  to  complete  the  whole, 

Into  his  bofom  breath’d  a  foul. 

The  befl  of  human  kind. 

His  heart  delights  in  doing  good. 

Nor  would  he  injure,  if  Ite  cou’d. 

The  hafcH  of  his  foes; 

But  fly  with  pleafure  to  the  wretch. 

And  Fortune’s  aid,  unfpairing  fetch, 

To  mitigate  his  woes. 

No  tongue  can  tell,  no  pen  exprefs. 

The  thrilling  joys,  the  fond  excels. 

That  in  my  bofom  reigns. 

When  figliir.g  at  my  feet,  he  cries, 

“  Without  thy  love,  ihy  Damon  dies, 

“  In  pity  cafe  his  pains.” 

Dear  youth,  may  Hcav’n  prefc-rve  thy  life, 
And  grant  thee,  to  thy  wifli,  a  wife, 

I  Such  as  thy  merits  claim  ! 

May  fhe  with  grateful  care  attend 
Her  huH^and,  lover,  and  her  friend, 

And  feel  a  mutual  flame? 


LITERARY  AMUSEMENT 


jEtiiis  and  Boniface  ;  conqueft  of 
Africa  by  the  Vand.iis.  Fro;n  this 
part  of  the  work,  we  lhall  prefent  our 
readers  with  the  following  extract. 

“  AMONG  the  indpld  legends  of 
ecclefiadical  hittory,  I  am  tempted  to 
diftinguilh  the  memorable  fable  of 
the  feven  fleepers,  whofe  imaginary- 
date  correfponds  with  the  reign  of 
the  younger  Theodofius,  and  the  con- 
quelt  of  Africa  by  the  Vandals. — 
When  the  Emperor  Deciiis  perfecu- 
ted  the  Chriflians,  feven  noble  youths 
of  Ephefus  concealed  themfelves  in  a 
fpacious  cavern  in  the  fide  of  an  ad-’ 
jacent  mountain  ;  where  they  were 
doomed  to  perilh  by  the  tyrant,  who 
gave  orders  that  the  entrance  Ihoiild 
be  firmly  fecured  with  a  pile  of  huge 
fiones.  They  immediately  fell  into 
a  deep  (lumber,  which  was  miracu- 
loufly  prolonged,  without  Injuring  the 
powers  of  life,  during  a  period  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty- feven  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time,  the  fiaves  of 
Adolius,  to  whom  the  inheritance  of 
the  mountain  had  defeended,  remo¬ 
ved  the  Hones,  to  fupply  materials 
for  fome  ruHic  edifice  :  the  light  of 
the  fun  darted  into  the  cavern,  and 
the  feven  fleepers  were  permitted  to 
awake.  After  a  (lumber,  as  they 
thought  of  a  few  hours,  they  were 
preifed  by  the  calls  of  hunger,  and  re  - 
I'olved  that  Jamblichus,  one  of  their 
number,  Ihould  fecretly  return  to  the 
city,  to  pnrehafe  bread  for  tlie  ufe  of 
his  companions.  The  youth  (if 
may  Itill  employ  that  appellation) 
could  no  longer  recognize  the  once 
familiar  afpedl:  of  his  native  country  ; 
and  his  furprife  was  increafed  by  the 
appearance  of  a  large  crofs,  trium¬ 
phantly  erected  over  the  principal 
gate  of  Ephefus.  His  fmgular  drels, 
and  obfolete  language,  confounded 
the  baker,  to  whom  he  offered  an  an¬ 
cient  medal  of  Decius  as  the  current 
coin  of  the  empire  ;  and  Jamblichus, 
on  the  fufpiciim  of  a  fccret  treafiire, 
was  dragged  before  the  judge.  Their 


The  History  of  the  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.  By 
Edward  Gibbon,  Efq;  VoU  //. 
and  IIL  fVol.  lii.  p. 


The  luxurious  depravity  which 
prevailed  among  the  Romans, 
at  the  time  when  the  city  was  firft 
befieged'by  the  Goths,  is  deferibed 
by  this  accurate  hillorian  with  great 
precifion  and  fidelity  ;  as  are  likewife 
the  dreadful  calamities  of  famine  and 
peftilence,  which  accompanied  this 
event.  Mr  Gibbon  obftrves,  on  the 
authority  of  well-informed  wTiters, 
that  the  ravages  of  the  Barbarians, 
whom  Alaric  had  led  from  the  banks 
of  the  Danube,  were  lefs  deHru<5tive 
than  the  hoftilities  exercifed  by  the 
troops  of  Charles  V.  ;  a  circiimltance 
which  exhibits  an  unfavourable  con¬ 
trail  in  refpe(H  of  the  moderation  of  a 
Catholic  Prince.  In  drawing  a  pa¬ 
rallel  between  the  condmH  of  the 
Goths  and  Imperialills,  however,  our 
author  has  deviated  into  fome  re¬ 
marks  on  the  manners  of  the  fixteenth 
century  ;  but  which,  tho’  a  degrclfion, 
every  reader  of  fentiment  and  tallc,  we 
arc  perfuaded,  will  view  v.fiih  com¬ 
placency,  on  account  of  the  juftnels 
of  oblervation,  and  the  (frength  of 
colouring,  which  every  where  diftin- 
guilh  the  narrative  of  this  elegant 
and  philofophical  hiftorian. 

The  thirty-fecond  chapter  contains 
an  account  of  Arca.lius,  Emperor  of 
the  Eaft  ;  adminiftration  and  dilgrace 
of  Eutropius  ;  revolt  of  Gainus  ; 
perfecution  of  St  John  Chryfoftom  ; 
Theodofius  11.  Emperor  of  the  Eaft; 
his  fifter  Pulcheria ;  his  wife  Eudo- 
cia ;  the  Perfian  war,  and  divifiou 
of  Armenia. 

The  thirty-third  chapter  treats  of 
the  death  of  Honorius ;  Valentinian 
III.  Emperor  of  the  Eaft  ;  adminif- 
tration  of  his  mother  Placidia  ; 
VoL.  LIIL 
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roiitual  enquiries  produced  the  ama¬ 
zing  dilcovery',  that  two  centuries 
vvere  almoft  elapfed  fince  Jamblichus 
and  his  friends  had  efcaped  from  the 
rage  of  a  Pagan  tyrant.  The  Bifliop 
of  Ephefus,  the  clergy,  the  magi- 
l\ rates,  the  people,  and,  as  it  is  faid, 
the  Emperor  Theodofius  himfe!f,haft- 
ehed  to  vifit  the  cavern  of  . the  feyen 
lleepers ;  who  beftowed  their  bene¬ 
diction,  related  their  (lory,  and  at  the 
Ihtne  inftant  peaceably  expired.  The 
origin  of  this  marvellous  fable  cannot 
be  afevibed  to  the  pious  fraud  and 
credulity  of  the  modern  Greeks,  fince 
the  authentic  tradition  may  bp  traced 
withifi  hatf  a  century  of  the  fuppofed 
miracle.'  James  of  Sarug,  a  Syrian 
Bhliop,*who  was  born  only*  two  years 
after  the  death  of  the  younger  Theo- 
dofius,  has  devoted  one  of  his  two 
hundred  and  thirty  homilies  to  the 
praife  of  the  young  men  of  Ephefus. 
Their  legend,  before  the  end  of  the 
fixth  century,  was  tranflated  from  the 
Syriac  into  the  Latin  language,  by 
the  cafe  of  Gregory  of  Tours.  The 
hdftile  communions  of  the  Eaft  pre- 
ferve  their  memory  with  equal  reve¬ 
rence  ;  and  their  natiies  are  honour¬ 
ably  inferibed  ixi  the  Roman,  the 
Habyffihian,  and  the  Ruffian  calen¬ 
dar.  Nor  has  their  reputation  been 
confined  to  the  Chriftian  world.  This 
popular  tale,  which  Mahomet  might 
learn  wlien  he  drove  his  camels  to  the 
fairs  of  Syria,  is  introduced,  as  a  di¬ 
vine  revelation,  into  the  Koran.  The 
llory  of  the  feven  lleepers  has  been 
adopted,  and  adorned  by  the  nations, 
from  Bengal  to  Africa,  who  profefs 
the  Mahometan  religion  ;  and  fome 
veftiges  of  a  fimilar  tradition  have 
been  difeovered  in  the  remote  extre¬ 
mities  of  Scandinavia.  This  eafy 
and  nniverfal  belief,  fo  expreffive  of 
the  leiife  of  rtiankind,  may  be  aicribed 
to  the  genuine  .merit  of  the  fable  it- 
Ibif.  We  imperceptibly  advance  from 
youth  to  age,  without  obferving  the 
gradual,  but  incelfant,  change  of  hu¬ 
ll  affa^s  and  even  in  our  larger 


experience  of  hi  (lory,  the  imaginatioa 
is  accuilomed,  by  a  perpetual  feries 
of  caufes  and  effedls,  to  unite  the  moll 
diftant  revolutions.  But  if  the  in¬ 
terval  between  two  memorable  seras^ 
‘could  be  inftantly  annihilated  ;  if  it 
’were  poffible,  after  a  momentary 
[{lumber  of,  two  hundred  years,  to 
difplay  the  new  world  to  the  eyes  of 
a  fpedator,  who  ftUl  retainpd  a  lively 
and  recent  impfeffion  of  the,  old,  his 
furprife  and  his  refleflions  would  fur- 
nilh,  the  pleafing  fubjedl  of  a  philofo- 
phical  romance.  Ihe  feene,  could, 
not  be  more  advantageoufly  placed, 
than  in  the  two  centuries  which  elap¬ 
fed  between  the  reigns  of  Decius  and 
of  Theodofius  the  Younger.  During 
this  period,  the  feat  of  government 
had  been  tranfported  from  Rome  to 
a  new  city  on  the  banks  of  the  'rhra- 
cian  Bofphorus, ;  and  the  abufe  of  , 
military,  fpirit  had  been  fupprelTed,, 
by  an  artificial  fyftem  of  tame  and  t 
ceremonious  fervitude..  The  throne, 
pf  the  perfecuting  Decius  was  filled  ! 
by  a  fucceffion  of  Chri Ilian  and  or¬ 
thodox  princesj  who  had  extirpated  - 
the  fabulous  gods  of  antiquity  ;  and , 
the  public  devotion  of  the  age  was 
impatient  to  exalt  the  faints  and  pn^tr- 
tyrs  of  the  Catholic  church  on  the , 
altars  of  Diana  and  Hercules.  The  ^ 
union  of  the  Roman  empire  was  di^ 
folved  ;  its  genius  was  humbled  jn 
the  dull  ;  and  armies  of  unkne 
Barbarians,  iffiiing  from  the  fn  j^en 
regions  of  the  North,,  had  eftab’  Jlhed 
their  viclorious  reign  over  the  faired 
provinces  of  Europe  and  Af  ri  ^a.’’ 

The  fubjefls  of  the  thiir'  ry-fourth 
chapter  arc,  the  charadler,  i  :onquefts, 
and  court  of  Attila,  k»:n  g  of  the 
Huns  ;  death  of  T^aeo  dofius  the 
Younger  j  and  the  elevalum  of  Mar- 
cian  to  the  Empire  of  the  E  aft.  The 
chara^lerand  military  atchicvemi'ints 
of  the  Huns  are  ren,dered  intereft  ing 
by  the  animated  r  manner  in  wh  /ich 
they  are  recited  by  thchiftorian,  ^  vho 
has  not  neglefted  to  celebrate  the;  fp^' 
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and  iVigds,  flie  reluftantly  irhitateJ. 
Her  impatience  ot  long  and  hopelefs 
celibacy,  urged  her  to  embrace  ii 
ftrange  and  defperate  refolution.  The 
name  of  Attila  was  familiar  and  for¬ 
midable  at  Conllantinople ;  and  his 
frequent  embailies  entertained  a  per¬ 
petual  intercourfe  between  his  camp 
and  the  Imperial  palace.  In  the  pur- 
fuit  of  love,  or  rather  of  revenge,  the 
daughter  of  Placidia  facrihced  every 
duty  and  every  prejudice,  and  offered 
to  deliver  her  perfon  intg  the  arms  of 
a  Barbarian,  of  whofe  Lingiiagelliewas 
ignorant,  whofe  figure  was  fcarccly 
human,  and  whofe  religion  and  man¬ 
ners  Ihe  abhorred.  By  the  miniftry 
of  a  faithful  eunuch,  Ihe  tranfmitted 
to  Attila  a  ring,  the  pledge  of  her 
affection,  and  earneftly  conjured  him 
to  claim  her  as  a  lawful  fpoufe,  to 
whom  he  had  been  fecretly  betrothed. 
Thefe  indecent  advances  were  recei¬ 
ved,  however,  with  coldnefs  and  dif- 
dain  ;  and  the  King  of  the  Huns  con¬ 
tinued  to  multiply  the  number  of  his 
waves,  till  his  love  was  awakened  by 
the  more  forcible  paflions  of  ambition 
and  avarice.  The  invafion  of  Gaul 
wras  preceded  and  julllfied  by  a  for¬ 
mal  demand  of  the  Princefs  Hono- 
ria,  with  a  juft  and  equal  lhare  of 
the  Imperial  patrimony.  His  predc- 
celfors,  the  ancient  Tanjous,  had  often 
addrelTed,  in  the  fame  hqliile  and  pe¬ 
remptory  manner,  the  daughters  of 
China  ;  and  the  pretenfions  of  Attila 
were  not  lefs  ofFenfive  to  the  majefty 
of  Rome.  e\  firm,  but  temperate  re- 
fufal  was  communicated  to  his  am- 
balfadors.  The  right  of  female  fuc-. 
cefiion,  though  it  might  derive  a  fpe* 
cious  ariTument  from  the  recent  exam- 

O  4 

pies  of  Placidia  and  Pulcheria,  was 
ftrenuoufly  denied ;  and  the  indiffo- 
luble  engagements  ot  Honoria  wci*e 
oppofed  to  the  claims  of  her  Scythian 
lover.  On  the  difcovery  of  her  con- 
neftion  with  the  King  of  the  Huns 
the  guilty  Princefs  had  been  fei.t 
aw^ay,  as  an  objedl  of  horror,  from 
Conftantinople  to  Italy :  her  life  was 


rlt  aild  bravery  of  the  Azirnuntihes, 
In  afterting  their  liberty  'againft  tfie 
whole  force  of  Attila. 

The  thirty-fifth  chapter  contains  a 
recital  of  Attila’s  invafion  of  Gaul ; 
his  repulfe  by  ^tius  and  the  Vifi- 
gbths  ;  his  invaiion  and  evacuation 
of  Italy  ;  with  the  deaths  of  Attila, 
^:iUs,  and  Valentinian  the  Third. 
We  lhall  prefent  our  readers  with 
the  hlitlior’s  afFe<fting  account  of  the 
Unfortunate  Princefs  Honoria. 


“  When  Attila  declared  his  refo¬ 
lution  of  fupporting  the  caufe  of  his 
allies,  the  Vandals  and  the  Pranks, 
at  the  fame  time,  and  almoft  in  the 
fpirit  of  romantic  chivalry,  the  favage 
monarch  profelTed  himfelf  the  lover 
and  the  champion  of  the  Princefs 
Honoria.  The  fifter  of  Valentinian 
was  educated  in  the  palace  of  Raven¬ 
na  ;  and  as  her  marriage  might  be 
firoduiftive  of  fome  danger  to  the  ftare, 
Ihe  was  raifed,  by  the  title  of  Auguf- 
ta,  above  the  hopes  of  the  moft  pre- 
fumptuous  fubje<ft.  Blit  the  fair  Ho¬ 
noria  had  no  fooner  attained  the  fix- 
feenth  year  of  her  age,  than  fhe  detef- 
fed  the  importunate  greatnefs,  which 
miift  for  ever  exclude  her  from  the 
comforts  of  honourable  love  :  in  the 
mldft  of  vain  and  unfatisfaiftory  pomp, 
Honoria  fighed,  yielded  to  the  im- 
pulfe  of  nature,  and  threw  herfelf 
into  the  arms  of  her  chamberlain 
Eugenius.  Her  guilt  and  lhame 
(fuch  is  the  abfurd  language  of  im- 
j^rio'us  men)  were  foon  betrayed  by 
the  appearances  of  pregnancy :  but 
the  dilgrace  of  the  royal  family  was 
publilhed  to  the  world  by  the  impru¬ 
dence  of  the  Emprefs  Placidia,  who 
difmiflred  her  daughter^  after  a  ft  rid 
and  lhamefui  confinement,  to  a  remote 
exile  at  Conftantinople.  The  unhappy 
Princefs  pafted  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  in  the  irkfome  fociety  of  the 
lifters  of  Theodofius,  and  their  cho- 
fen  virgins ;  to  whofe  crown  Hono¬ 
ria  could  no  longer  afpire,  and  whofe 
ihonaftic  aflldhity  of  prayer,  failing, 
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-fpared ;  but  the  ceremony  of  her 
jnarriage  was  performed  with  fome 
obfcure  and  nominal  hufband,  before 
fte  was  immured  in  a  perpetual  pri- 
fon,  to  bewail  thofe  crimes  and  mis¬ 
fortunes  which  Honoria  might  have 
cfcaped,  had  Ihe  not  been  born  the 
daughter  of  an  Emperor.” 

(To  be  conduded  in  our  ne%t,) 

The  HiJloryof'LoKT>  North’/  Admini- 
Jlration^  to  the  Diffolution  of  the  Thir^ 
teenth  Parliament  0/ Great  Britain. 

'  Is,  fenced,  Wilkie,  London. 

The  time  for  an  impartial  hi  (lo¬ 
ry  of  Lord  North’s  adminiilra- 
tion  is  not  yet  arrived.  The  minds 
of  men  are  too  much  agitated  by 
hopes  and  fears,  oppofition  and  re- 
fentment,  to  form  a  difpalfionhte 
judgment  of  recent  tranfaclions.  The 
writer  of  this  hillory  has  defeated  the 
claim  which  he  might  other  wife 
make  to  impartiality,  by  fetting  out 
I  vuth  an  unfair,  illiberal  account  of 
the  motives  which  firll  engaged  Mr 
Wilkes  in  oppofition  to  miniilry,  and 
of  his  confequent  expulfion,  &c. 
Among  other  things,  having  men¬ 
tioned  the  illegal  feizure  of  his  pa¬ 
pers,  and  arbitrary  commitment  of 
his  perfon,  without  cenfure,  or  re¬ 
flection  of  any  kind,  he  fays,  ‘‘  This 
proceeding  broug:ht  to  light  a  licen¬ 
tious  poem,  equally  replete  with  pro- 
fanenefs  and  obicenity.  Every  indi¬ 
vidual  member  of  adminiflration  was 
fhocked  at  fuch  flagitious  impiety  ; 
and  the  offences  of  t/ie  man,  in  whofe 
cuflody  it  was  found,  again d  hts 
God  and  his  King,  \vere  defcanted 
•upon  with  all  the  energy  of  virtuous 
reprobation  in  both  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament.  Even  Mr  W'ilkes’s  afToci- 
ates  in  thofe  unhallowed  oriiies, 

•  O  ^ 

which  this  poem  wws  compofed  for 
the  purpofe  of  animating,  declared 
their  abhorrence  of  the  crime.  The 
difeovery  worked  an  ini  mediate  con- 
verfion  on  a  noble  Lord,  who  had 
heretofore  been  diflinguilhed  by  his 


zed  for  thefe  profanations ;  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  he  read  to  the  Houfe  the 
maledictory  verfes,  and  execrated 
them  with  all  the  fervour  of  new¬ 
born  zeal.”  If  the  author  intended 
this  for  irony,  it  is  aukwardly  intro¬ 
duced,  and  improperly  exprelfed  If 
he  meant  to  be  underllood  ferioufly, 
he  mull  either  be  a  dupe  himfeif,  or 
intend  to  make  his  reader  one. 

The  bulk  of  this  Hidory  is  little 
more  than  a  detail  of  the  arguments 
wdiich  have  been  advanced  pro  and 
con  upon  the  quedions  that  have  been 
agitated  in  parliament,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  Lord  North’s  admini- 
dration,  to  the  dilfolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment  in  1774.  Sometimes  even  the 
names  of  the  fpeakers  are  added  ;  at 
others  they  are  omitted.  The  writer 
is  very  fparing  of  his  own  reflexions; 
pafling  over  much  curious  matter 
without  remark,  and  clofing  the  inoft 
intereding  debates  with  a  bare  recital 
of  the  numbers  that  voted  for  and 
againd  the  quedlon.  His  language 
is  in  general  plain  and  perfpicuous, 
but  Ibmetimes  turgid  and  obfcure. 
For  indance,  “  Mr  George  Gren¬ 
ville  oppofed  the  meafures  then  pur- 
fued,  although  framed  by  the  hufband 
of  his  fider ;  but  his  laboured  re- 
fearches  were  condantly  nullified  by 
the  emanations  of  Mr  Pitt’s  enlight¬ 
ened  mind.”  Again,  “  The  boldnefs 
of  this  proceeding,”  referring  to  the 
commitment  of  the  meflenger  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  the  Aldermen  Wilkes  and 
Oliver,  in  the  affair  of  the  printers, 
“  The  boldnefs  of  this  proceeding, 
and  the  open  defiance  which  was 
hurled  at  parliamentary  privileges, 
when  claimed  independent  of  law, 
adoniflied  the 'nation  ;  whild  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  the  Houfe  at  the  infult 
whicii  their  officer  had  received,  rofc 
to  a  height  that  feemed  to  threaten 
feverc  chadifement  to  the  magiferial 
triuinvirateP  • 

But  led  we  fliould  be  accufed  of  fe- 
leXlng  only  the  more  faulty  paffages, 


we  fiiall  tranfcribe  the  following  para¬ 
graph  as  a  fair  and  even  favourable 
fpecitnen,  both  of  the  author’s  lan¬ 
guage,  and  of  the  few  refledions  with 
which  he  has  accompanied  his  narra¬ 
tive.  It  follows  an  account  of  the 
debated  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
Eaft  India  Company  in  1775.  We 
are  not  anfwerable  for  the  propriety 
with  which  it  is  there  introduced. 

When  the  great  Hampden  con¬ 
tended  with  the  Crown  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  forty  Ihillings,  which  he  con- 
fidered  as  illegally  levied,  it  was  not 
within  the  compafs  of  human  fore- 
fight  to  predid,  that,  in  little  more 
than  a  century,  that  noble  zeal,  in 
the  fupport  of  the  juft  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  would  be  loft  in  this  country. 
When  the  parliament,  after  the  peace 
of  Ryfwick,  refufed  to  comply  with  a 
requeft  made  by  their  king  and  de¬ 
liverer,  that  he  might  retain  his  ] 
Dutch  guards,  the  members  who  ! 
were  then  fuch  auftere  guardians  of 
liberty,  againft  the  encroachments  of 
regal  power,  little  thought,  that  even 
their  fons  might  be  fenators,  when 
parliaments  would  become  the  mere  ; 
echo  of  the  Minifter  ;  and  that  the 
moft  effential  alterations  would  take 
place  in  the  conditions  of  the  prince 
and  the  people,  without  any  alarm 
being  excited,  or  the  body  of  the  na¬ 
tion  having  any  apprehenfion  of  the 
change.  But  when  the  manners  of  a 
people  alter,  their  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  will  undergo  a  correfponding 
modification.  Simplicity  and  fruga- 
■  lity  embrace  liberty  as  the  parent  of 
every  blefling;  refinement  and  luxury 
fpread  a  general  indifference  among 
the  people,  they  become  blind  to  con- 
fequences,  and  fegnent  In  a  general 
caufe  ;  which  fiirnilh  Minifters  with 
golden  opportunities  to  effed  their 
purpofes.  Sitvlor  armis  liixuria  incu- 

The  author  profeffes  to  give  the 
debates  on  the  petition  of  the  clergy 
ivi  1772,  from  minutes  taken  in  tne 
Houfe  at  the  time,  and  never  before 
printed.  He  ali'u  claiais  a  merit, 


which  we  ftiall  not  difputc,  refpeding 
the  accounts  he  has  given  of  the  fup- 
plies  and  ways  and  means  in  each 
fucceeding  year.  Upon  the  whole, 
we  cannot  confider  this  as  a  very  ex¬ 
cellent  performance.  It  may,  in¬ 
deed,  be  of  fervice,  in  refreihing  the 
memory  of  thofe  w’^ho  have  not  an 
opportunity  of  confulting  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  or  Annual  Regi  Iters  :  but  it 
is  not  calculated  to  afford  tiic  reader 
a  comprehenfive  view,  or  to  enable 
him  to  form  a  found  judgment,  of 
the  meafures  and  fpirlt  of  the  admi- 
niftration  whofe  hiffory  it  profeffes  to 
recite.  M. 

A  Treatise  on  Sympathy.  By 
Sequin  Henry  Jackfon,  M,  D. 
8v(?.  4  /.  in  boarJs,  Murray,  Lon¬ 
don. 

The  hiftory  of  phyfic  fufiiciently 
evinces  how  often  a  iiypothefis, 
entirely  deititute  of  foundation,  oas 
been  njainlaincd  with  great  plaulibi- 
liiy.  This  confideiation  ought  to 
excite  in  every  theoretical  innovator 
a  diffidence  ot  his  own  opinion,  which 
it  would  be  prudent  to  regard  with 
greater  dill  mil  the  more  he  finds 
hinafelf  interefted  in  the  fupport  ot  it. 
To  explain  the  operation  of  fympa- 
thy,  is  a  fubjed  which  affords  exten- 
five  latitude  to  conjecture,  and  re¬ 
quires  the  eilabliihment  of  relative 
obfervatidiis  and  opinions,  which  are 
alfo  liable  to  uncertainty  ;  hut  as  the 
labour  would  be  equally  vain  to 
overturn  as  to  erect  a  hypothefis, 
which  has  no  immediate  connexion 
with  practice,  we  need  only  prefent 
our  readers  with  a  general  account 
of  this  volume. 

I’he  firll  part  treats  of  the  nature 
of  fympathy  in  general ;  the  exten- 
five  relation  of  fympathy  to  the  ani¬ 
mal  (economy  ;  the  fympathy  which 
attends  the  luallhl’ul  ftate  of  the  fyf- 
tem ;  the  fymparhies  which  attend 
(Itfcafes ;  the  ufes  of  fympathy;  the 
lym'pathetic  operation  of  medicines  ; 
the  fy mpathies  of  the  fenfes,  and 
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i  (he  breathed  into  us  when  born  into 
the  world ;  Ihe  preferves  our  lives 
'W’hile  in  it,  guards  us  againft  the  dif- 
eales  of  it,  proves  fatal  to  us  when  in 
excefs,  and  when  life  has  not  been 
too  long  apparently  extindl,  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  reltoring  us  the  world  again. 

Sympathy  does  not  belong  more 
particularly  to  the  nervous  fylteni 
than  to  other  ibiids  in  the  body.  Jf 
it  be  attached  in  particular  to  the 
moving  extremities  of  the  nerves, 
coinmohly  called  mufcular  fibres,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  nerves  themfelves, 
(Dr  Cullen  has  delivered  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  they  ate  appendages  to 
the  nervous  fyftem),  we  ttiult  then 
confider  it  as  a  principle  of  fimple 
life,  or  in  itfelf  the  living  principle. 
On  the  contrary,  if  we  admit  Dr 
Cullen's  id^a  of  their  nervous  con- 
nedlion  to  be  well  founded,  and  the 
nerves  to  be  mutually  concerned,  we 
mull  then  lay  it  down  as  a  principle 
belonging  to  the  nervous  fyltem  ;  or 
of  idclf  the  fenfitive  principle. 

Sympathy,  whether  owing  to  a 
connci^ion  with  thfc  brain  or  not,  is 
certainly  a  qualify  of  the  living  folid, 
and  moving  fibre." 

We  wifh  the  author  had  been  a 
Jittle  more  explicit  in  refpeft  of  the 
new'  head  or  divifion,  which  he  has 
added  to  the  inftitutions  of  medicine; 
as  the  fignification  of  afterifks  is  ra-' 
ther  indefinite,  and  w'e  are  not  fuch 
adepts  in  myilical  fcience,  as  to  com-, 
prehend  a  writer’s  ideas  by  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  fympathy. 

The  fecond  part  is  employed  oh 
febrile  fympathy  and  confent ;  the 
theory  of  fever ;  phyfiology  of  the 
ftomach ;  the  fympathy  and  confent 
between  the  ftomach  and  the  Ikin  in. 
fever  ;  to  which  are  fubjoined  fome 
remarks  and  opinions.  From  this  part 
of  the  volume  it  may  be  fufficient  to 
lay  before  our  readers  the  follo\ving 
extra(51. 

“  Before  I  enter  upon  the 
d6 ration  of  the  fubje<5i  intended  for 


force  of  imagination*  Th&  be  ft  re¬ 
marks  that  occur  on  thole  fubjeds 
arc  the  obfervations  which  Have  been 
made  by  the  ingenious  Mr  Hunter. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  this  aphoriftical 
work,  we  ftiall  infert  the  firlt  chapter. 

General  doflrines  are  promifed 
in  medicine,  that  we  may  rationally 
cftablilh  a  fyftematical  mode  of  pre- 
ferving  health,  and  of  preventing  and 
curing  difeafes,  and  they  are  called 
its  inftitutions. 

“  Hitherto  authors  and  teachers 
of  medicine  have  delivered  the  infti¬ 
tutions  under  three  general  heads  or 
diviftons,  to  wit,  the  following  : 

’  I.  The  doiftrine  of  life  and 
liealth,  or  phyfiology. 

“  2.  The  do<ftrine  of  difeafes,  or 
pathology. 

“  5.  The  doiftrlne  of  the  materia 
cnedica,  or  means  ufed  in  the  pradlice 
of  phylic. 

**  I  IhaJl  take  the  liberty  of  adding 
a  fourth  very  lately  difeovered,  but 
of  fufficient  importance  to  claim  a 
place,  and  engage  our  attention ; 
namely, 

4.  The  doddne  of  reftoring 
animation,  or  the  vital  principle, 
when  apparently  loft.  Or,  ***♦. 

“  Sympathy  is  concerned  in  each 
X)f  thefe  do(firines.  Life  and  health 
cxift  by  it ;  the  theory  of  pain  and 
difeafe  is  often  built  upon  it ;  relief 
is  frequently  obtained  from  medi¬ 
cines,  by  their  fympathetic  operation; 
and  though  I  am  unacquainted  with 
the  particular  doctrine  at  prefent  in¬ 
culcated  by  the  ingenious  Dr  Hawes 
(one  of  the  inftitutors  of  the  Hu¬ 
mane  Society),  on  the  recovery  of 
perfons  apparently  dead,  I  have  not 
a  doubt  in  my  own  mind,  but  that 
fympathy  is  the  forviving  principle 
in  the  animal  ceconomy,  through 
which  the  means  of  reftoring  life 
fucceed,  applications  being  generally 
made  to  the  ftomach,  which  is  the 
and  fountain  of  fympathy. 

^  Sympathy  even  gave  us  life ; 
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the  foHo’wmg  part  of  the  work,  I 
thn^k  it  proper,  for  feveral  reafous,  as 
as  refpedtful  to  rpy  friend  and 
inafter,  Dr  Cullen,  to  lay  before  my 
reader  an  exa<5l  copy  of  the  original 
letter  which  I  fent  to  Dr  Cullen  in 
November  17 77,. and  of  his  obliging 
anfwer.  1  had  been  induced  to 
tranlmit  my  fentiments  to  him  in  j 
writing,  in  c.onfe<juence  of  his.  having  I 
invited,  from  the  profelforial  chair 
the.  preceding  nioraing,  h.is  hearers.  ! 
(among  whom  I  was  then  one)  freely 
to  communicate  their  thoughts;  on, 
and  objedlions  to,  any  part  of  his 
jiewly  advanced  dodlriue  of  tever,  he 
having  preferred  that  mode  to  a  per- 
fonal  converfation,  for  which,  he 
(aid,  he  could  not  command  leifure. 

(COPY.) 

Edinburgh^  November  1777* 

Sir, 

«  WHEN  I  heard  your  very  in¬ 
genious  explanation  of  the  fympathy 
and  confent  betw:een  the  mufcular 
ftbres  of  the  ftonpiach,  and.  the  velfels 
pn  the  furface  of  the  body*  which 
take  place  in  fever,  it  occurred  to  me, 
^hat  fuch.  might  depend  upon  an  atony 
and  fpa&u  in  the  fuperficial  vtlfels  of 
the  ftomach.  itfelf. 

It  appears  to  me  npt  lels  confif* 
tent  witti  your  dodrines,  and  equally 
fo  wuth  the  laws  of  the  animal  ceco- 
nomy,  to  fuppofe,  that  the  confent 
ihould  take  place  beteen  vc/TlIs  and 
veflels,  rather  than  between  vefTeis 
and  mufcular  fibres.  I  would  there¬ 
fore  refer  the  atony  of  the  ftomach, 
cprrefponding  to  the  atony  on  the 
furfac.e  of  the  body,  to  the  minute 
yeffels  on  its  furfacc  correfponding 
to  the  ftate  of  the  minute  veflels  ter¬ 
minating  at  the  llcin,  from  which 
would  arife  a  mutual  and  propoi  - 
tionate  fpafm,  if  tlie  debility  be  coa- 
iiderable  enough  to  produce  it. 

“  If  fuch  be  probable,  1  would 
humbly  offer  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
the  aflion  of  vomiting  is  folely  the 
effort  of  the  vis  medicatrix  natura?, 
operating  to  overcome  the  fpafm  and 


obftrudlion  in,  and  increafe  the  a<ftioii 
of  its  fuperficial  and  fccretory  veflels, 
to  the  fame  end  that  the  a^ftion  of  the 
heart  and  arterious  fyhem  is  increa- 
fed,  in  order  to  remove  the  fpalm  at 
the  furface  of  the  body,  namely,  the 
fpaim  of  the  extreme  velfds  there 
terminating. 

“  I  further  prefume,  Sir,  to  ima¬ 
gine,  that  the  arguments  which  you 
have  made  ufe  of  in  the  4;d  pa¬ 
ragraph  of  your  FIRST  LinEsto  prove 
the  confent  as  you  have  laid  it  dow’ii, 
will  equally  explain  and  illullrate  the 
above  fuppofed  vafcular  connedion. 

“  I  have  taken  the  liberty.  Sir,  of 
communicating  my  thoughts  to  you 
in  a  letter,  becaufe  I  think  I  lhall  be 
lefs  troublefome  to  you  in  this  man*^ 
ner,  than  I  fhould  have  been  by  ha¬ 
ving  done  it  in  perfonal  converfa¬ 
tion,  for  which,  as  you  publicly  de¬ 
clared  from  the  chair,  you  have  no 
leifure. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  remain^ 
with  the  greateft  refped.  Sir,  your 
much  obliged  very  humble  fervant, 
Seguin  Henry  Jackson.’* 
To  Dr  Cullen, 

Mint,  Edinburgh. 

“  The  foregoing  letter  of  Novem¬ 
ber  30.  I777>  remained  unnoticed  till 
July  20.  177S,  on  which  day  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  foiknving  anfwer  to  it,  but 
not  without  having  troubled  Dr  Cul¬ 
len,  a  few  days  before,  with  frelh  ap¬ 
plication  by  letter. 

(COPY.) 

Edinburgh y  July  20.  1778; 

Dear  Sir, 

“  ON  the  other  page  I  have  given 
I  you  fhortly  my  opinion  of  your  doc¬ 
trine,  and  I  w^ould  have  you  view  it, 
as  1  would  have  all  my  opinions 
viewed,  as  given  with  great  diffidence, 
and  to  be  lubmitted  by  me  patiently 
to  the  judgment  of  every  body  elfe. 

“  Wifhing  you  fuccefs  in  all  your 
ingenious  fpeculationsj  and  every  part 
of  your  ftiidies,  I  am  with  regard. 
Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  fer- 
vami,  AVilliam  Cullen.’* 
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Second  Page  cf  Dr  Cullen^ s  Letter. 

“  When  I  fuppofe  there  is  a  con- 
fent  between  the  ftomach  and  furface 
of  the  body',  I  Ibppofe  it  is  a  confent 
between  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the 
ftomach,  and  the  mufcular  fibres  in 
the  vefTels  on  the  furface,  and  fuch 
confent  is  not  unufual  in  the  animal 
CEConoray. 

“  I  cannot  allow  that  the  veffels  of 
the  ftomach  have  any  concern  in  this 
matter,  as  the  phccnomena  of  appetite 
and  vomiting  cannot,  in  my  opinion, 
be  referreJ  to  any  ftate  of  the  veffels, 
but  muft  be  to  the  fibres  in  the  muf¬ 
cular  coat  of  the  ftomach, 

'  “  That  the  mufcular  fibres  in  the 
veffels  on  the  furface  of  the  body  may 
have  a  confent  with  the  mufcular 
fibres  of  the  ftomach,  appear  to  me 
fiifpciently  probable  from  hence,  that 
the  mufcular  fibres  of  thefe  veffels  are 
afFedted  by  various  ftates  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  fyftem,  as  particularly  appears 
.  from  their  being  affedled  by  the  paf- 
f  fions  of  the  mind. 

William  Cullen.** 
To  Dr  S.  Henry  Jackfon, 

Broughton,  near  Edinburgh. 

This  author’s  dogmatical  fpecula- 
tions  relative  to  the  locality  of  fym- 
pathetic  affedllon,  remind  us  of  the 
warm  difputes  which  were  long  fince 
agitated  concerning  the  feat  of  the  ; 
foul. 

The  volume  concludes  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paragraph  : 

“  In  (liort,  TIME  only  cany  and 
*willy  dlfcover  to  us,  that  life  has  been 
fupported  and  preferved  byfympathy 
alone.  He  may  not  flop  there,  but 
may  allb  particularly  explain  to  us 
hereafter^  how  man  not  only  continued 
to  live,  and  move,  and  at  laft  diedy 
but  how  originally  he  had  his  being 
Till  then  let  us  turn  to  the  beft  ule 
we  can  of  the  knowledge  we  already 
poffefs.*? 

We  cannot  help  obferving,  that 
this  write •  loinetiines  pofitively,  as 
well  as  negatively  unintelligible.  The  I 


I  chafm  before-mentioned  is  a  proof  of 
the  latter  part  of  this  remark,  and 
the  paffage  juft  now  cited  affords  an 
inftance  of  the  former.  We  muft 
confels  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
whether  hereafter  alludes  to  the  pre- 
fent  or  future  ftate,  and  whether,  by 
TIME,  is  meant  the  figurative  perfo- 
nage,  or  the  identical  Dr  Jackfon, 
author  of  this  volume,  and  projeiftor 
of  other  lucubrations  not  lefs  ufeful 
and  important.  C. 

Chemical  Essays  :  'By  R.  Watfon, 
D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  [Vol.  Hi.  p.  375.] 

The  fourth  Effay  of  the  firft  vo¬ 
lume  treats  of  fire,  fulphur,  and 
phlogifton,  the  theoretical  opinions 
refpcifting  each  of  which  i)r  Watfon 
delineates  with  his  ufual  perfpicuity 
and  precifion. 

The  fifth  Effay  examines  the  origin 
of  fubterraneous  fires.  Mr  Lemery, 
our  author  obferves,  is  the  firft  who 
iiluftrated  by  experiment  the  fubter- 
raneoiis  fires.  He  mixed  twenty-five 
pounds  of  powdered  fulphur  with  an 
equal  weight  of  iron  filings  ;  and  ha¬ 
ving  kneaded  the  mixture  together, 
by  means  of  a  little  water,  into  the 
confiftence  of  a  pafte,  he  put  it  into 
an  iron  pot,  covered  it  with  a  cloth, 
and  buried  the  whole  a  foot  under 
ground.  In  about  eight  or  nine 
hours  time  the  earth  fwelled,  grew 
warm,  and  cracked,  hot  fulphureous 
vapours  were  perceived,  flame  enfued, 
and,  in  a  word,  a  volcano  in  minia¬ 
ture  was  produced. 

Dr  Watfon  remarks,  that  though 
it  is  certain  from  experiment,  that 
mixtures  of  iron  and  fblphur,  when 
moiftened  with  a  proper  quantity  of 
water,  will  fpontaneoufly  take  fire ; 
yet  the  origin  of  fpontaneous  fires 
cannot,  with  any  degree  of  probability, 
be  referred  to  the  fame  principle,  un- 
lefs  it  can  be  (hewn,  that  Nature  has 
combined  iron  and  fulphur  in  large 
quantities,  and  diftributed  the  com- 
pofition  through  various  parts  of  the 
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earth*  That  th!s  is  actually  the 
h  confirmed  by  many  obfervatlons. 

In  the  fixth  EfTay  the  author  treats 
of  vitriols,  and  the  reputed  tranfmu- 
tation  of  iron  into  copper.  Of  the 
brigin  of  vitriol  he  gives  the  follow- 
ing  account : 

“  The  nature  of  the  refidue,  reful- 
ting  from  the  fermentation  of  iron 
filings  and  falphur,  may  be  eafily  af* 
certained.  Its  tafte  indicates  that  it 
contains  fome  faline  fubflance ;  in 
order  to  fee  what  that  fubftance  is,  it 
mud  be  boiled  in  water;  by  this 
means  all  the  fait  contained  in  it,  of 
whatever  quality  it  may  be,  will  be 
extracted.  The  water,  containing  the 
fait  in  folution,  being  filtrated,  eva- 
poratedf  and  cryftallized,  according 
to  the  ufual  mode,  we  fhall  obtain 
large  faline  cryftals,  of  the  colour  of 
an  emerald,  and  of  the  figure  of  a  lo¬ 
zenge.  This  fait  is  called  green  vi¬ 
triol  ;  green  from  its  colour,  and  vi¬ 
triol  from  its  refembling  vitrum,  or 
glafs,  by  its  tranfparency- 

“  Th  is  fait  ccrtaiiil)r  did  not  exift, 
either  in  the  fulphur,  or  in  the  iron, 
it 'mud  therefore  arife  from  their 
mixture  ;  but  from  a  mere  mixture  of 
fulphur  and  iron,  no  fait  can  be  ex- 
trailed,  unlcfs  the  fubdances  of  which 
it  confids  have  been,  by  fome  means 
or  other,  dccompofed.  The  reader 
may  probably  recoiled,  that  fulphur 
is  compofed  of  two  things, — of  an 
acid,  and  of  phlogidon. — Iron  alfo 
is  compofed  of  two  things, — of  an 
earth,  and  of  phlogidon.  During 
the  fermentation  of  the  mafs  of  ful¬ 
phur  and  iron,  the  phlogidon,  or  in¬ 
flammable  part  of  them  both,  is  dif- 
perfed ;  and,  indeed,  in  being  difper- 
fed,  it  becomes  the  caufe  of  the  heat, 
fire,  and  flame,  obfcrvable  in  that 
niafs.  The  inflammable  p-trt,  both 
of  the  fulphur  and  of  iron,  being  dif- 
perfed,  there  remains  the  acid  of  the 
fulplmr,  and  the  earth  of  tlie  iron. 
The  acid  of  fulphur  is  a  very  drong 
acid,  it  di/Tolves  many  bodies  with 
great  fiicility,  and  when  it  Is  diluted 
Von.  LIII. 


with  water,  it,  in  particular,  diflblvcs 
iron  I  and,  by  its  union  with  the 
earth  of  iron,  it  Compofes  the  fait  in 
queftion.” 

The  fubfequent  obfervatlons  explain 
the  nature  of  that  tranfmutation  of 
iron  into  copper,  which  has  appeared 
furprifing  to  fome  travellers. 

Blue  vitriol  confids  of  copper 
united  with  the  acid  of  vitriol :  if  to 
a  folution  of  blue  vitriol  you  ad  f  a 
piece  of  bright  iron,  ii*  will  prtfently 
become  covered  with  a  coppery  cc  at, 
the  copper  will  all  be  precipitated, 
and  the  iron  will  be  dllTolvcd  in  its 
dead.  The  proof  of  this  reafoning 
is  eafy  ;  the  matter  which  Is  piecipt- 
tated  mJi^  be  melted  into  copper, 
and  the  liquid  part  may,  by  evapora¬ 
tion  and  crydallization,  be  made,  not 
into  blue,  but  into  green  vitriol  ;  that 
is,  into  a  combination  of  the  vitriolic 
acid  and  iron.  Hence  it  is  faid,  that 
the  acid  of  vitriol  has  a  greater  affi¬ 
nity  with  iron  than  it  has  with  cop¬ 
per,  becaiife  it  quits  copper  to  unite 
itfelf  with  iron.  In  order  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  truth  of  what'is  advan¬ 
ced,  we  need  only  dip  a  Ijright  key 
into  a  folution  of  blue  vitriol,  and  we 
fhall  fee  the  key  prefently  becoming 
covered  with  a  copper  coloured  pel¬ 
licle.** 

The  four  fucceeding  EfTays  in  this 
volume  are  allotted  tt>  the  following 
fubjedls  refpeCliv^ly,  viz.  of  nitre,  falt- 
petre,  and  the  application  of  its  aciJ 
to  the  inflammation  of  oils  and  the 
congelation  of  quickfilver  ;  of  the 
manner  of  making  faitpetre  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  of  Its  generation ;  cf  die 
manner  of  making  fakpetre  in  the 
Ead  Indies  ;  cf  the  time  when  gun- 
pow^der  was  difeovered. 

The  fird  Elfay  of  the  fecond  vo»* 
lume  treats  of  the  compofuion  and 
analyfls  of  gunpowder  ;  the  fecond  is 
employed  on  common  fait ;  the  child* 
on  common  fait  and  nitre  as  ma¬ 
nures  :  and  the  fourth,  on  the  fal.c- 
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nefs  and  temperature  of  the  fea.  In 
this  Ellay,  the  author  recites  the  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions  refpeding  the  caufe 
of  the  faline  in^pregnation  bf  the  fea; 
fceming  to  favour  that  hypothehs 
which  accounts  for  the  phenomenon 
upon  the  principle  that  fea  fait  is  con- 
ftantly  and  abundantly  generated, 
both  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and 
in  the  bofom  of  the  ocean. 

The  author  alfo  mentions  feveral 
experiments  which  have  been  made 
for  afcertaining  the  faltnefs  of  the 
fea  in  different  places;  and  he  favours 
us  with  the  following  eafy  and  fimple 
method  of  determining  this  problem  : 

“  Take  a  clean  towel,  or  any  other 
piece  of  cloth,  dry  it  well  in  the  fun, 
or  before  the  fire,  then  weigh  it  accu¬ 
rately,  and  note  down  its  weight ; 
dip  it  in  the  fea  water,  and,  when 
taken  out,  wring  it  a  little  till  it  will 
not  drip,  when  hung  up  to  dry  ; 
weigh  it  in  this  wet  ftate,  then  dry  it 
cither  in  the  fun,  or  at  the  fire,  and, 
when  it  is  perfectly  dry,  weigh  it 
again.  The  excefs  of  the  weight  of 
the  wetted  cloth  above  its  original 
w^eight,  is  the  weight  of  the  fea  water 
imbibed  by  the  cloth  ;  and  the  excefs 
of  the  weight  of  the  cloth,  after  being 
dried,  above  its  original  weight,  is 
the  weight  of  the  fait  retained  by  the 
cloth  ;  and  by  comparing  this  weight, 
with  the  weight  of  the  fea  water  im¬ 
bibed  by  the  cloth,  we  obtain  the 
proportion  of  fait  contained  in  that 
fpecies  of  fea  water.” 

Dr  Watfon  remarks,  that  whoever 
undertakes  to  afcercain  the  quantity 
of  fak  contained  in  fea  water,  either 
by  this  or  any  other  method,  would 
do  well  to  obferve  the  ftate  of  the 
Weather  preceding  the  time  when  the 
water  is  taken  out  of  the  fea  j  for  the 
quantity  of  fait  contained  in  the  wa^ 
ter  near  the  furface,  may  be  influen¬ 
ced,  both  by  the  antecedent  moifture, 
and  the  antecedent  heat  of  the  at- 
xnoiphere.  This  leads  him  to  the 
coaftderatfoii  of  a  queftion  propofed 


by  Ariftotle,  Why  are  the  upper  parts 
of  the  fea  falter  arid  warmer  than  the 
lower  ?  In  treating  of  this  fubjedl,  we 
meet,  befides  experiments,  with  feve¬ 
ral  judicious  remarks,  which  evince 
the  author^s  fcientific  learning  and 
ingenuity. 

The  fifth  Ellay  is  employed  on  the 
means  of  procuring  frelh  water  from 
fea  water,  by  congelation,  and  by 
diftillation  ;  the  fixth  treats  of  calca¬ 
reous  earth,  crude  and  calcined  ;  the 
feventh,  of  clay,  marie,  and  gypfeous 
alabafter  or  plafter  ftone  ;  and  the 
eighth,  of  prt-coal. 

The  feveral  Elfays  in  thofe  two 
volumes  are  written  with  fiich  a  hap- 
py  perfpicuity  as  places  the  fubjeds 
in  the  cleareft  light,  and  renders  the 
profecution  of  chemical  enquiries  no 
lefs  agreeable  than  mftrudlivc.  We 
therefore  hope  that  the  ingenious  au¬ 
thor  will  proceed  with  the  two  other 
volumes,  wanted  to  the  completion 
of  his  plan  :  nor  can  wc  entertain  the 
fmalleli  doubt  that  he  will  be  anima¬ 
ted  to  accomplilh  the  work,  from  the 
general  approbation  fo  eminently  due 
to  the  judicious  fpecimen  now  pub' 
liflied,  which  at  once  unites  fimplicity 
with  fcience,  and  eftablifhes  philofo- 
phical  fpeculation  on  the  bafis  of  etfy 
experiment.  C. 

Di  Btelel  gefchichtc  in  einigen  Beytrx* 
gen  erheutert ;  or^  The  History 
of  Bibles,  lllujirated*  By  Jofias 
Lorck,  a  Mimjier  of  the  German 
Frederick^  Churchy  at  Copenhagen# 
VoL  I.  %vo.  Copenhagen.  (Ger* 
man.) 

The  reverend  Mr  Lorck,  wh^ 
poflefles  one  of  the  greateft  col- 
ledion  of  Bibles,  amounting  to  4182 
publications,  and  4676  volumes,  col¬ 
lected  within  twenty  years,  clafled 
under  fifty-five  heads,  in  forty-nine 
different  languages,  has  here  begun, 
to  publifh  a  number  of  valuable  ob- 
fervmtions,  and  accounts  relating  to 
the  hiftory  of  Uie  Bible  itfelf,  and  of 
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the  various  editions  and  tranflations. 
His  account  of  a  new  tranflation  of 
the  Bible  into  a  language  in  which  it 
has  never  yet  appeared,  will  gratify 
every  reader,  and  do  credit  to  the 
munificence  of  his  Danifti  Majefty, 
who  has  given  2000  dollars  to  defray 
the  expence  of  the  impreflion  of  a  new 
verfion  of  the  New  Te (lament  into 
the  Creolian  language,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  poor  Haves  in  the  Weft  Indian 
iflands. 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES- 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

On  the  Bill  to  compell  the  EaJl^India 
Company  to  pay  up  the  Balance  due 
to  Govei'nment% 

Thurfday^  July 

The  duke  of  CH a KDOS  rofe 

to  objedl  againft  the  farther 
progrefs  of  the  bill  in  that  AfTembl}*. 
His  Grace  had  not  ventured  to  reJy 
(olely  upon  the  frail  powers  of  indeli¬ 
berate  eloquence,  and  therefore  came 
prepared  with  his  fpeech  in  his  pocket ; 
which,  confidering  that  one  of  its 
main  objects  was  to  fix  an  imputation 
of  a  total  want  of  fyftem  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  management  of  the  prefent  Ad- 
minittriition,  was  notitfeJf  exceeding¬ 
ly  diftinguiihed,  either  for  precifion 
or  connexion.  *  He  faid,  this  bill, 
w’hich  was  now  before  their  Lordfliips 
tor  a  fecond  reading,  had  been  ob* 
truded  upon  the  other  Houfe  of  Par¬ 
liament  in  the  moll  violent,  oppreflivej 
and  unjiift  manner,  that  had  ever- 
charadterifed  the  introdudion  of  any 
bill  fince  the  inftitiition  of  the  Britilb 
conftitution.  He  hoped  there  never 
would  be  fuch  another  inftance  of  mi¬ 
ni  (terial  tyranny  again — it  united  an 
equal  degree  of  cruelty  and  injuftice. 
It  was  founded  upon  rapine,  and  was 
to  be  carried  into  effeCl  tlirough  the 
arbitrary  exertion  of  irrefiftiblc  power. 
It  was  not  a  tax  upon  the  general 
body  of  the  people,  in  which  every 
man  contributed  his  proper  quota, 
but  was  a  partial  deprivation  of  the 
property  of  a  commercial  body,  a 
robbery  upon  individuals.  The  Mi- 
nifter,  he  faid,  had  relaxed  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal  demand  which  he  had  upon 
the  Company — he  had  remitted  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  them. 
This  relaxation,  in  his  opinion, carried 
with  it  the  moft  indifputable  indica¬ 
tion  of  a  confeioufnefs  in  lae  Premier, 
that  he  poffefTed  no  right  to  the  lum 
he  was  demanding,  and  that  the 
whole  exaction  was  grounded  on  ex¬ 
tortion.  Either  be  had  no  right  ,  to 


Poetical  Amusements  at  a  Villa 
near  Bath.  VoL  IV.  ^  6  d. 

fenxjed,  .  Baldwin,  London. 

This  produdllon  is  indebted  for 
its  exiftence  to  the  joint  labours 
of  Mr  Andy,  Mr  Graves,  Mifs  Sew¬ 
ard,  Mr  Pratt,  Mr  Potter,  and  Mr 
Hayley,  all  votaries  and  favourites  of 
the  Mufes.  The  Villa  alluded  to  is 
Bath  Eafton,  where  the  Vafe  may  be 
confidered  as  a  kind  of  public  exhibi¬ 
tion  to  encourage  rifing  merit.  The 
profits  of  thefe  volumes  are  appropri¬ 
ated  to  the  ufe  of  the  Pauper  Charity 
at  Bath.  The  refpe61able  names  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  will  be  a  fufticient 
recommendation  to  thefe  volumes, 
without  adding  any  thing  further  in 
their  praife. 

Thelyphthora ;  or  a  Treatife  on 
Female  Ruin,  VoL  IIL  ^vo,  5  /. 
hound,  [Vol.  li.  p.  22.] 

The  principal  drift  of  this  vo¬ 
lume  is  to  fet  forth  by  what 
means,  and  what  degrees,  the  laws 
©f  Jehovah,  concerning  marriage, 
have  been  oppofed  and  abrogated, 
and  a  new  fyftem  invented  and  efta- 
bliihed  by  Chriftian  churchmen. — 
Upon  this  occafion,  the  author  treats 
the  fathers,  the  decrees  of  the  Popes, 
councils,  and  fynods,  with  regard  to 
virginity,  celibacy,  marriage,  &c.  in  a 
pretty  free  manner  ;  juftly,  however, 
expollng  the  abfurdities  which  have 
been  introduced  under  the  veil  of.  re¬ 
ligion.  . 


/ 


i 


f- 


I 


f 


I 

f 


/ 


/ 


THE  EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE,  OR 

the  praife  of  cbafiftency,*  that  he  knew 


the  whole,  or  clfc  he  had  no  right  to 
refign  fo  large  a  proportion  of  it, 
witiiQ’it  the  eoplent  and  approbation 
ot  Parliatnent,  tils  Grace  admitted 
that  the  Miniller  had  a :  igbt  to  exped 
a  quota  of  tUe  profiis  attending  the 
Eail  India  commerce  ;  but  was  this  a 
proptr  period  for  the  exertion  of  that 
right,  wheifthc  affairs  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  hiid  received  io  fatal  n  blow  as 
they  had  lately  done?  A  blow,  of 
winch  the  confetjupnees  were  even 
XiOKK  nnknowu,  the  extent  of  which 
might,  ip  its  poffible  degref,  go  to 
the  very  ar4iihilatiQp  of  the  Company 
Jib  a  trading  body?  They  could  torm 
no  cftimation  of  the  expence  they 
might  caiually  be  fubj  -ded  to,  nor  of 
the  bills  that  might  be  drawn  upon 
thent,  which,  by  this  unjuft  and  im- 
P’dytic  mtafnre  of  the  Minifter,  they 
would  be  totally  unable  to  anfwer, 
and  of  courfe  their  credit,  as  a  com- 
fnercial  company,  would  be  deftroyed, 
and,  as  an  unavoidable  confetjuence, 
they  be  deprived  of  their  oommercial 
Cxiftence.  had  faid  it  was  impo? 
litic  as  well  as  opprelfive,  and  fo  he 
fhoulff  cyer  conhdtr  it  |  for  this  coun¬ 
try,  in  his  opinion,  muft  rife  or  fall 
with  the  Eaft  India  Company,  If 
they  ftourilhed,  our  credit  could  not 
be  bad  i  anff  if  they  were  ruined,  it 
was  impoffible  it  Ihould  be  high  ;  apd 
this  mutuality  of  intereffs,  therefore, 
called,  in  the  ftropgeft  manner,  upon 
the  firft  Loyd  of  the  Treafury,  to  be 
^s  watchful  of  the  Aiccefs  and  profpe- 
rity  of  the  one  as  the  other,  apd  never 
tOLiduIge  the  fliort-fightcd  inclina¬ 
tion  pf  opprefling  the  Conipany,  with 
the  hopeV  of  promoting  the  general 
yigopr  of  (he  kingdom.  His  Grace 
now  took  a,  much  larger  field — he 
loc-k  a  general  review  ot  the  conduct 
pf  Adtpini  ft  ration,  which  he  pro- 
popneed  to  be  unfyfteinatiei  unpro- 
du^ive,  and  lethargic.  At  the  fame 
time  that  his  Grace  expreffed  this  cha- 
rai^r  of  hlipiftry,  he  wa^  pleafed  to 
pbierve,  by  way  no  doubt  of  demon- 
ftyat-ing  his  pwa  better  ^tc^nlion  to 


the  members  oi  it  to  be  the  moft  able, 
the  moft  intelligent,  and  the  beft 
ftatefmen  in  the  kingdom.  He  faid, 
he  had  exerted  himfelf  to  find  out 
fomething  Hke  method  in  our  politics; 
but  after  all  his  refearches,  could  dif* 
cover  nothing,  like  it.  He  would  ftay 
in  town  duiing  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  fummer,  if  any  of  the  Minifters 
would  get  up  and  inform  him  whether 
or  no  they  had  any  fyflern  in  their  pro¬ 
jects  ; — whether  or  no  they  had  any 
plan  in  their  operations  if  they  had 
any  fuch  thing  as  method  in  their 
proceedings,  they  keep  it  fo  dark,  fo 
fecret,  fo  obfeure,  that  he  believed 
there  was  not  more  than  one  man  in 
the  kingdom  who  knew  any  thing 
about  it.  His  Grace  once  more  re-» 
verted  to  the  firft  ohjedt  of  his  oration. 
He  faid,  he  could  not  believe  the 
kingdom  was  in  want  of  money.  The 
profufion  with  which  he  faw  it  be» 
ftow^ed  in  all  the  departments  of  na- 
lional  expenditure,  and  the  readinefs 
with  which  the  Members  of  Admini- 
ftrption  brought  in  bills  for  private 
rewards  to  individuals,  on  fome  faii- 
taftic  demand,  convinced  him  that 
there  muft  be  money  enough  in  our 
coffers,  if  the  true  ft  ate  of  them  was 
known.  He  wiflied  fome  powders 
could  be  devifed  as  efticacious  as  thofe 
of  Mr  Phillips's,  for  deftroying  the 
^dangerous  ammalcu((e  of  the  State, 
and  make  us  once  more  found  and 
healthy  in  our  political  conftitution. 

I  — X'or  thefe  reafons,  he  was  againft 
I  the  fecond  readipg  of  the  bill* 

i  LORD  HILSBOROUGH  faid,  the 
I  noble  Duke  had  talked  about  a  great 
,  many  things,  but  laid  very  little  to 
the  parUcular  fubjed^  then  before  the 
Houfe.  He  had  called  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Minifters,  with  refped  to 
the  £aft  .India  Company,  an  aft  of 
I  rapine,  injufiice,  and  opprtflion.  The 
noble  Duke  had  adduced  fo  few  ar- 
I  guinents  in  proof  of  his  opinion,  that 
I  very  little  would  be  required  from 
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Grace's  nations  were  wliolly  crro  I  tents ;  contents,  my  Lords,  that  to 
neous.  .To  do  this  the  more  cflFec-  I  digeft  would  bring  your  Lordlhips 
tuaily,  he  would  read  to  their  Lord-  I  to  the  hour  of  another  feflions  of 
ihips  an  extrafl  from  the  original  I  Parliament  without  hnilhing  this* 
agreement  between  the  noble  Lord  at  I  The  part  of  the  title-page  I  allude  to 
tnc  head  of  the  Treafury  and  the  Eaft  I  is  this  :  “  And  alfo  for  indemnifying 
India  Company,  by  which  it  would  the  Governor-General'  and  Council 
appear  that  this  demand  he  now  made  I  of  Bengal,  and  all  officers  who  have 
was  in  compliance  with  an  exprefs  I  a^ed  under  their  orders  or  authority, 
ftipulation  mutually  agreed  upon  by  I  in  the  refijlance  made  to  theprocefsof 
both  parties ;  and  that,  fo  far  from  its  I  the  Supreme  Court,” 
being  an  adl  of  injudice  or  oppreffion,  I  My  Lords,  was  there  ever  fuch 
it  vrsis  even  the  effedt  of  a  boon,  I  a  title-page  to  a  bill  before?  All  the 
granted  to  the  Company  on  the  part  I  volumes  of  your  ftatute-books,  undi- 
of  the  Minifter,  for  the  accommoda-  I  gelled  and  voluminous  as  they  are, 
tion  of  each.  His  Lordlhip  now  I  will  not  give  you  fuch  an  example, 
read  the  claufe,  which  was  exadlly  of  I  An  Adi  of  Parliament  pa  lies  appoint- 
the  tenor  he  had  reprefentedit  tobe  ;  I  ing  a  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
and  then  proceeded  to  remark,  that  I  in  India.  Now  an  Adi  of  Parliament 
^he  noble  Uuke  had  gone  into  a  great  I  palTes  to  indemnify  rejijiance  to  that 
variety  of  general,  common- place  de-  I  Court.  My  Lords,  there  are  cafes 
clamation  upon  the  fubjedl  of  mini-  I  where  refinance  is  the  law  of  the 
Aerial  mifcondudl  in  toto ;  but  this  I  land.  The  cafe  of  Ameaica  is  fuch^ 
fpecies  of  oratory  had  become  fo  com-  I  a  cafe.  But  thofe  cafes  want  no  in-m 
mon,  fo  threadbare,  fo  unmeaning  of  demnification*  This  cafe,  however, 
late,  that  it  was  never  fpoken,  he  be-  I  feems  does,  and  therefore,  my  Lords, 
Jieved,  with  much  Ancerity,  nor  even  I  we  muA  have  time  to  confider  it. 
heard  but  with  a  fmile.  He  would,  I  My  Lords,  I  move  your  Lordlhips, 
therefore,  make  no  other  reply  to  it;  I  that  the  confideration  of  this  bill  be 
but,  in  juAice  to  the  noble  Lord  at  |  deferred  till  this  day  two  months.” 
the  head  of  the  Treafury,  he  would  I 

juA  fay  this  much,  that  he  believed  I  LORD  RADNOR  coincided  in  the 
there  was  not  an  abler,  nor  a  better  I  Idea  of’  putting  oA  the  bill  in  fuch  a 
man  in  the  kingdom.  I  manner  as  to  put  an  end  to  it,  but 

The  queAion  was  now  put  for  the  |  his  oppofition  did  nor  reA  itfelf  barely 
Jecond  reading  of  the  bill,  which  was  I  on  the  title  or  the  preamble.  He  ob- 
. carried  without  a  diviAoii.  I  jeded  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 

I  to  its  general  tendency.  The  bill  in 
On  the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Proceed-  I  effedl,  if  carried  into  a  law,  would 
ings  of  the  Conrt  of  Judicature  in  I  render  the  Governor  apd  Council 
BengaU  I  fupreme  in  India,  and  make  the 

F  ida'  %/  6  I  Judicature  fubordinate  ;  an 

y*  J  y  *  I  idea  which  by  no  means  appeared  to 

The  earl  of  ABINGDON  I  him  to  be  wife,  or  confiAent  with 
faid,  “  I  rife  to  move  your  I  true  policy.  He  thought  that  the 
Lordfhips  that  the  confideration  of  I  province  of  both  ought  to  be  clearly 
this  bill  be  put  off  to  this  day  two  I  diAin^  and  feparate,  nor  could  he  by 
months,  and  I  do  fo,  my  Lords,  I  any  means  agree  to  the  fetting  up  a 
merely  from  what  I  fee  in  the  tide-  I  defpotlc  power  in  India,  and  fuffer ing 
•page  of  it,  and  without  entering  at  I  men  to  be  affc(Aed  in  life  and  limb,  in 
ill  ioto  all  the  laboured  intricacy  and  I  their  liberties  and  in  their  properties. 


other  objedlion,  he  (hould  think  an 
objeftion  of  great  weight  arofe  from 
the  circutnftance  of  the  bill  cenfuring 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
(which  it  did  by  implication),  when 
thofe  Judges  had  not  been  heard  in 
their  own  defence.  He  objected, 
likewife,  that  the  bill  refled  folely  on 
e'x,  parte  evidence,  which,  he  declared, 
ought  never  to  be  the  foundation  of 
an  Engllih  iaw« 

LORD  srORMONT  h^  fek 
himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  troii- 
bling  their  Lordfhips  with  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  a  bill,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  and  tendency  of  which  (truck 
him  very  differently  from  the  point 
of  view  in  which  they  had  appeared 
to  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft.  He 
was  perfuaded,  the  bill  was  far  from 
being  pernicious  in  its  principle,  or 
likely  to  produce  any  of  thofe  difa- 
greeable  confequences,  which  the 
noble  Earl  feemed  to  be  afraid  of ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  thought  the  bill 
highly  expedient  and  highly  necef- 
fary.  At  the  fame  time,  he  agreed 
in  opinion,  that  the  bill  ought  not  by 
any  means  to  infinuate  cenfure  on 
perfons  unheard  ;  lead  of  all  ought  it 
to  contain  a  fyllable,  that  had  the 
dealt  tendency  to  queftion  or  arraign 
the  conduft  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Judicature.  He  was 
happy  to  find  that  the  bill  did  not,  in 
any  way  whatever,  imply  a  cenfure 
upon  thofe  Judges,  and  if  the  noble 
Earl  had  read  the  bill  attentively,  he 
would  have  found  that  it  did  not. 

It  vras  notorious^  that  our  poiref- 
fions  in  India  were  at  prefent  in  a 
fiats  of  anarchy  little  fliort  of  a  ge* 
neral  civil  commotion,  on  account  of 
that  conftrudion  which  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  had  put  on  the 
act  of  1773  5  every  one  of  their  Lord¬ 
fhips  taking  that  circumftance  into 
their  confideration,  w^ould,  he  flatter*- 
ed  himfelf,  agree  that  it  was  incum¬ 
bent  upon  Parliament  to  pafs  fome 
law  or  other,  to  put  an  end  to  a  con* 


at  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  fet  of  men 
whofe  condudl  was  to  be  uncontroub 
able,  and  from  whofe  decifions  there 
was  to  be  no  appeal.  His  Lordlhip 
enlarged  upon  the  probable  bad  con¬ 
fequences  of  the  operation  of  the  bill, 
if  it  pafied,  and  put  feveral  cafes  in 
which  the  greateft  oppreffion  and 
cruelty  might  be  pra(5lifed  againft  the 
innocent  and  harmlefs  individuals, 
under  the  fandlion  of  fuch  a  law. 

He  adverted  to  the  atrocious  ava¬ 
rice,  rapine,  and  injuftice  that  had 
been  exercifed  by  thofe  who  had  here¬ 
tofore  held  an  uncontroulable  autho¬ 
rity  m  India,  and  expatiated  on  the 
temptations  held  out  to  bad  minds 
to  ail  rapacioufly,  in  a  country  teem¬ 
ing,  as  India  was  known  to  do,  with 
wealth  and  jewels.  He  painted  the 
fituation  of  the  poor  natives,  depri¬ 
ved  of  their  former  territorial  pof- 
feflions  by  the  ftrong  hand  of  military 
power,  very  feelingly,  and  appealed 
^  to  the  humanity  and  jufiice  of  the 
■  Houfe,  whether  it  ought  not  to  be 
r  the  greateft  objefr  the  Britifh  Par¬ 
liament  ihoukl  have  in  view,  to  take 
care  to  make  the  condition  of  the  na¬ 
tives  as  happy,  as  eafy,  and  as  com¬ 
fortable  under  the  Brttifii  Govern¬ 
ment  as  poflible.  He  contended, 
that  the  prefent  bill  would  produce 
an  oppofite  cffefr,  and  would  accu¬ 
mulate  opprefiioa  on  opprefiion.  He 
faid,  the  wealth  of  India  had  been  the 
caufe  of  an  inundation  of  luxury  and 
corruption  pouring  into  this  country. 
That  it  occafloned  tyranny,  depen¬ 
dence,  fervllity,  and  every  bafe  im- 
prefiion  the  human  mind  was  capable 
of  taking.  He  alluded  to  the  enquiry 
into  the  condufr  of  the  great  and  ori¬ 
ginal  plunderer  of  India  fome  years 
iince  in  the  other  Houle.  He  decla¬ 
red,  he  Ihouldconfider  the  adive  part 
he  had  himfelf  taken  in  that  enquiry, 
with  a  view  to  dete^a  and  punifh  ra¬ 
pacity,  as  the  chief  honour  of  his  life. 

After  dating  a  great  variety  of 
different  grounds  of  oppofition  to  the 
bill,  the  Earl  iaid,  if  there  was  no 
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fufton,  which  mud  be  greatly  detri- 
niental  to  the  property  of  this  country, 
and 'might,  if  not  fpeedily  and  effec¬ 
tually  checked,  prove  fatal  to  the 
exiftence  of  our  Indian  dominions. 
From  thefe  motives,  late  as  it  was  In 
the  feafon,  various  as  the  objeds  of 
the  prefent  bill  were,  and  important 
as  the  whole  fubje(d  mu  ft  necelfarily 
be,  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  pafs 
the  bill,  and  he  hoped,  the  fame  rea- 
fons  would  urge  the  Houfe  in  general 
to  affift  in  fupporting  it. 

With  regard  to  the  idea  that  had 
prevailed,  of  applying  Englilh  laws 
to  the  natives  of  India,  in  his  mind 
there  never  was  a  propofition  more 
monftrous  or  more  abfurd.  No  man 
reverenced  the  laws  of  his  country 
more  than  he  did,  but  he  never  Ihould 
be  brought  to  imagine,  that  it  would 
be  right  to  apply  thofe  laws  generally 
in  India.  Even  the  favage  Tartar, 
when  he  conquered  a  great  part  of 
China,  left  his  new  fubjedls  in  quiet 
poffellion  of  their  own  laws,  and  that 
for  the  very  obvious  reafon,  that  they 
were  more  confonant  to  their  genius, 
to  their  habits,  their  manners,  cuf- 
toms,  and  religion,  than  the  laws  of 
the  Tartars.  The  laws  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  were,  and  very  defervedly,  re¬ 
vered  and  admired  by  every  Britifh 
fubjedl ;  and  that,  becaufe  they  were 
adapted  to  the  conftitution  of  this 
country,  to  the  minds,  the  man¬ 
ners,  and  to  the  religion  of  its  na¬ 
tives.  But  it  would  be  the  greateft 
hardfhip  that  could  poflibly  be 
pra^ifed,  to  enforce  them  in  India, 
where  they  could  not  be  under- 
ftood ;  and  it  furely  would  be  the 
extreme  of  all  poffible  cruelty  and 
opt)reiIion,  to  punilh  perfons  for  vio¬ 
lating  thofe  laws,  the  meaning  of 
which,  it  was  utterly  impoflible  they 
ihould  uhderftand. 

H  is  Lordihip  added  a  few  more 
general  obfervations,  and  apologized 
tor  having  troubled  the  Houfe  with 
his  loofe  ideas  upon  the  fubjed,  de¬ 
claring,  that  called  on  as  he  found 


himfelf  on  a  fudden,  be  had  felt  it 
neceffary  to  fay  this  much  in  fupporc 
of  the  bill. 

f 

THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR(^\d, 

a  great  deal  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  green  ribband, 
the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  firft,  and 
the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  fecond,  had 
made  an  impreftion  on  his  mind,  and 
taught  him  that  much  might  be  ad¬ 
vanced  of  a  very  ferious  nature  both 
for  and  againft  the  bill.  The  objec¬ 
tion  firft  ftarced  by  the  noble  Ear! 
who  opened  the  debate,  carried  great 
weight  with  it,  and  feveral  of  the  ob- 
jeriions  made  by  the  other  noble 
Earl  were  alfo  entitled  to  attention. 
He  had  no  fcruple  to  fay,  that  he, 
for  one,  fiiould  be  ready  to  contend 
for  putting  off  *  the  bill  till  another 
fefiion,  when  it  could  be  difcuiTed 
more  ferioufly  and  more  amply,  were 
it  ROC,  as  the  noble  Lord  in  the  green 
ribband  obferved,  abfolately  nece/niry 
that  the  evil,  ftated  to  have  occafioii- 
ed  the  bill,  Ihould  have  an  iinmediaic 
parliamentary  cure. 

I'here  was  at  this  time  a  civil  war, 
as  it  were,  carrying  on  in  India,  be¬ 
tween  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judica¬ 
ture  and  the  Governor-general  and 
Council.  Such  a  warfare  could  nuc 
but  involve  in  it  all  our  Indian  con¬ 
cern,  and  produce  confequeuces  that 
mu  ft  necelfarily  be  extremely  mif- 
chievous,  if  not  extremely  fatal  to  the. 
interefts  of  this  country  in  that  part 
of  the  globe.  The  urgency,  there¬ 
fore,  of  the  cafe  called  upon  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  a  manner  that  common  pru¬ 
dence  would  not  fuffer  Parliament  to 
refufe,  to  attempt,  at  leaft,  to  apply 
fome  remedy,  even  in  the  hafty  Ihape 
in  which  the  prefent  bill  was  likely  to 
pafs.  He  lamented,  as  much  as  any 
Lord  could  do,  the  accident  that 
prevented  a  bill  of  fuch  real  impor¬ 
tance  from  being  brought  before 
their  Lordlhips  earlier  in  the  feffion  ; 
but  luch  was  the  imprefiion  made 
upon  his  mind  by  the  urgency  of  the 


‘M  cafe,  that  he  (hould  think  the  Houfe 
ii!  very  unwife,  if  it  did  not  overlook 
common  objeSions,  and,  confidering 
that  the  evil  would  not  wait,  if  it  did 
IS  not  pafs  a  bill  prefumed  by  men  (  who, 
from  their  knowledge  of  the  fubjcdl, 
in  conlcquence  of  very  ftudious  at- 
^||  tention  to  it,  were  perfcdtly  warran- 
I !  ted  in  fo  prefuming)  to  be  equal  to 
|  j  an  cffcdlual  remedy.  With  regard 
si  to  feveral  of '  the  objedlions  that  had 
been  dated,  many  ot  them  (he  fpoke 
it  with  great  fubmiffion  to  the  noble 
||  Earl  from  whom  they  came)  appear- 
II  ed  to  him  to  be  rath^;r  objections  that 
^  >'  went  to  the  parts  and  claufes  of  the 

'V  j  bill,  than  objefrlons  that  applied  im- 

Iji*!  mediately  to  the  principle.  Soaie  of 
f  tliem  (Iruck  him  as  objeCliims  that 
j  ]  were  well  founded,  but  at  the  fame 
ijj  S  time  as  objections  that  might  be  re- 

I  )  medied  in  the  Committee. 

^  i  He  did  not  feel  himfelf  fufficicntly 

niafter  of  the  fubjeCt,  to  be  able  to  go 
through  a  minute  examination  in  de¬ 
tail  of  the  feveral  claufes,  and  to 
weigh  with  any  pretention  to  exaCl- 
jiefs  the  poflTible  good  and  bad  confe- 
quenecs  that  might  follow  from  the 
operation  of  each.  But,  when  he 
confidercd  the  eminent  character  of 
the  author  of  the  bill,  when  he  rccol- 
leCled  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  ca- 
Jents  and  great  labour,  a  man  of  as 
much  humanity,  and  of  as  large  a 
comprehenfion  of  his  fubjeCl,  as  any 
one  man  that  he  knew  living  ;  he 
took  it  for  granted,  that  a  produClion 
cf  I'uch  an  author,  drawn  with  hb 
ufual  care,  ability,  and  accuracy, 
could  not  but  be,  in  a  high  degree, 
applicable  to  the  occafion,  and,  how¬ 
ever  it  might  appear  to  others  (not 
equally  converfant  with  the  fubjeCl 
with  the  author  of  the  bill)  to  be 
liable  to  many  objeClions,  to  be  in 
faCt  and  in  truth  liable  to  very  few, 
and  thofe  of  a  nature  perfeClly  and 
eafily  remediable.  He  would  there¬ 
fore  hope,  that  every  noble  Lord,  as 
well  thofe  who  had  fpoken  ;'againft 
the  bill .  as  the  noble  Vifeount,  who 


had  fo  ably  and  fo  clearly  (hewn  the 
great  necLflity  for  the  Houfe  agree- 
ing  to  pafs  it,  would  confent  that  it 
fhould  go  to  a  Committee,  and  when 
it  was  before  the  Houfe  in  that  ftage, 
and  under  inveftigation,  claufe  by 
claufe,  he  did  not  defpair  of  render¬ 
ing  the  whole  unobjectionable  by  a 
few  fhort  amendments. 

He  laid  further,  that  he  agreed 
with  the  noble  Earl  in  the  validity  of 
his  objection,  when  he  had  dated  that 
a  dcfpotic  power  ought  not  to  be 
lodged,  if  poflibic,  any  where  ;  but 
if  (and  he  confefled,  he  rather  thought 
in  this  cafr  it  was  neceflary)  it  was 
at  any  time  requifite,  it  ought  to  be 
as  guardedly  delegated  as  poflible, 
and  the  condiiCt  ariling  from  it  to  be 
rendered  fubjeCt  to  revifion  and  exa¬ 
mination  of  one  kind  or  other  fome- 
where.  A  government  having,  in  its 
principle,  arbitrary  power,  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  obnoxious  to  the  under- 
Randing  and  feelings  of  every  Kng- 
liihman ;  but  then  it  ought  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  where  a  government 
of  that  nature  was  to  be  exercifed,  in 
confequence  of  the  prefent  bill,  the 
perfons  fibjeCt  to  it  were  no  ftran- 
eers  to  arbitrary  power;  they  had 
lived  from  their  cradles  in  the  habits 
of  accommodating  their  conduCl  to 
defpotic  fway,  and  they  would  feel  it 
as  no  hardfhip  whatever. 

His  Lordfhip  went  through  every 
claufe  curforily, '  ftating  the  moft 
prefling  objections,  and  Inew’Ing  what 
ibrt  of  amendments  might  do  them 
away.  In  regard  to  the  arbitrary 
power,  he  thought  execution  in  cafes 
of  life,  and  fentence  in  other  cafes, 
might  be  ftaid,  upon  a  regular  appli¬ 
cation,  and  wait  till  an  appeal  was 
decided  on,  here  in  England.  He 
concluded  with  prefling  their  Lord- 
ihtps  to  fuffer  the  bill  to  go  to  a  com¬ 
mittee. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  the  bill 
was  read  a  fccond  tlme^  and  commit-, 
ted  for  Monday. 
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